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Introducing the new Augustinian.org!  
an easy-to-use design with a host of new features:

•Getaninsidelookatthebrandnew 
photogallery

•Watch“God’sFootSoldiers,”thePublic 
TVdocumentaryabouttheAugustinians

•Stayup-to-datewiththeall-new 
Province News

•LearnaboutourParishesandSchools
•ReadtheMissionsBlog

Continue the journey!  Findoutmoreaboutwhoweare,whatwedo&howyou 
can becomeapartofourcommunity.
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Chapter:StandingonHolyGround
OrdinaryProvincialChaptersareheldeveryfouryears, 
asdictatedbytheConstitutionsoftheOrderofSaint 
Augustine.The2010ChapterfortheProvinceofSt.Thomas 
ofVillanovawasheldonthecampusofVillanovaUniversity.
Theaccomplishmentsofthe2010Chapterandpictorialof 
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lensofFr.DanielJ.McLaughlin,O.S.A. 
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NominatedbyFr.AnthonyM.Genovese,O.S.A., 
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God’sFootSoldiers: 
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the augustinian 

ApublicationoftheProvinceof 
SaintThomasofVillanova.

table of contents

on the cover 

Incenseburneronthealtar:prayerfor 
thesuccessofthechapterincludesEvening
Prayerwhereincenseisusedtopurifyand
carryprayerstoGod.

Coverandprincipalphotography 
byFr.DanielJ.McLaughlin,O.S.A., 
seenhere(left)takingphotosatthe 
2010 Chapter.

AdditionalphotographybyBryanSmith 
forScientificMarketingServicesInc.



DearFriends,
InthelasteditionofThe AugustinianmagazinemybrotherDonaldF.Reilly,O.S.A.,wrote

hislastlettertoyouasPriorProvincialoftheProvinceofSt.ThomasofVillanovaandwith
thisWinterEdition,Iamprivilegedtowritemyfirstlettertoyou.Muchhashappenedinour
ProvincesincelastJune.

OurProvincialChapter,whereallthemembersarecalledtogethereveryfouryearstodiscuss
ourwayoflifetogether,washeldonthecampusofVillanovaUniversity,and,astheConstitutions
oftheOrderexhortus,“friarsgatheredmustdesirethegoodoftheprovincewiththeirwhole
heartandstrivetoattainitasfaraspossible.”(Const.316.)Thefriarsworkedfortheten
precedingmonthsinpreparingforthe“disciplinedconversation”thatweexperiencedinJune.
Welookedatourspirituality,ourcommunitylife,ourrelationshipwithourbrotherAugustinians,
thebodyofChrist,theworld.WebroughtourheartstotheChapterandsharedthemwitheach
other.Youwillgetaglimpseofthejoyofbeingtogetherinthesepages.

FromFebruary18th,whenIwaselectedasPriorProvincial,totheChapter,Irequestedthatall
thefriarsoftheprovincesubmittomethenamesofmenwhocouldassistmeinthegovernance
oftheprovincebytheirprudentadviceandenergeticwork.YouwillmeettheCounselors,my
Secretary,andTreasurerasselectedbythevoteoftheChapterinthisissue.Thesefriarseach
haveuniquegiftsandexperiencesthatareofgreathelpinpromotingourapostolicundertakings
andprovidingforthegoodoftheprovince.

TheweekbeforeIwasinstalledasPriorProvincial,theVeryRev.BernardC.Scianna,O.S.A.,
wasinstalledasPriorProvincialoftheMidwesternAugustinians,theProvinceofOurMother
ofGoodCounsel.Fr.ReillyandIwereabletoattendFr.Bernie’scelebrationwithourbrothers
fromtheMidwest.Fr.BernieandIhavesincetraveledtovisitourbrothersinJapan,tothe
PhilippinesforourIntermediateGeneralChapterandtoKoreatobewithourKoreanbrothers
astheycelebratedtheir25thanniversaryasamission.Thistimespenttogetherwassignificant
becauseboththeVillanovaProvinceandGoodCounselProvincehavevotedtoexploreworking
togetherinkeyareasofoperation,andourtimetravelingtogethergaveusanopportunitytobond
inbrotherhoodasnewProvincialsonanewcourse.

OneofmyfirstactsasPriorProvincialwastoassignanewfriartoSouthAfrica.Whatagraced
momentformetosay“yes”tothisrequest.MyheartwasfilledasitwasthedayIwasaskedto
sendforththeAugustinianVolunteersfor2010-2011fortheirmissionstotheprovinceswhere
Augustinianswork.Oneevening,whilehavingdinnerwithourvolunteersinNewEngland, 
Iwasaskinghowtheyweredoingandwhatcouldbesharedatorientationthatwouldhelpthe
volunteersintheirtransitioning.Withoutanyhesitationoneofthevolunteerssaid,“Moreshould
besaidabouttherelationshipofthevolunteersandtheAugustiniancommunities.”Thatvolunteer
gotit.“Onemind,oneheartintentuponGod.”

 

InAugustine,

VeryReverend 

AnthonyM.“Fr.Mickey”Genovese,O.S.A.
Prior Provincial  

Province of saint thomas of villanova
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SouthAfrica
What protects 

yourheart?Isit
stabilityinlife,love
andfamily?

Takeaway
stability.Evaporate
thetableoffood,
wellconstructed
roofandwarm
bed.Eliminate

accesstomedicalprofessionals,education
andareliableincome.Addalifetimeof
suppressionandagenerationofdeathand
diseasespillagingyourcommunity,your
neighborsandyourhome.

WelcometoSouthAfrica.Welcome 
tothelifeofLindiwe,apatientofmineat
theHillcrestAIDSRespiteCentreanda
dearfriend.

OftenLindiwesleptthedayawaysilently
soIwassurprisedonemorningwhilegiving
herabedbathwhensheaskedme 
ifshecouldhavetheclothtowashherown
face.Typicallypatientswhocannotmake
itthroughastandingshowerarebathed
intheirbeds–headtotoe.AsIhanded
LindiweherwashclothIwassilently
thankfulforhernewfoundstrength.

 

Peru

Mynew
localfriendsin
Chulucanas,Peru,
teasemeabouthow
Ialwayssay“yes”to
takingonrandom
jobsorfavorsor
activities. 

Forexample,Peruviansreallylove
MichaelJackson.WhenthestudentsIteach
attheparochialschoolfoundoutIshared
theirlovefortheKingofPop(RIP),they
askedmetochoreographadanceforthe
annualMother’sDaycelebration.Ofcourse,
Isaidyes.TheywantedtodoThriller.   

Ididn’ttakeintoaccountthattheydidn’t
understandthesongwasaboutzombies.
Thekidsrentedasmokemachine,astrobe
lightandfoundaguytopainttheirfaceslike
deadpeople.Wewerethelastnumber…
thegrandfinaleinanauditoriumpacked
with moms. It was a huge success and the 

kidsweresohappy…Idon’tthinkthemoms
evencaredthattheirMother’sDaygiftwas
theirchildcomingbackfromthedead.

Soasnottomakethisentryobnoxiously
long,Iwillconcludewithabriefsummary 
ofother“yeses”.Yestolearninganddancing
atraditionalPeruviandanceinfrontofa
teamofvolunteerdoctorsfromtheU.S.
Yestoquittingvegetarianismandeatingpig
intestinemysecondweekinPeru(which
turnedintoeatinglotsmoremeats…thatI
endedupreallyenjoying).Yestogoingto
babyshowersandbirthdaysandsayingyes
toparticipatingintheirgames(whichmay
ormaynothaveconsistedofdressingup
asBarney).Eachoftheseexperienceswere
uniqueand(asclichédasitsounds)onceina
lifetimeopportunities.

IwillmissthebeautifullifeI’velivedinmy
yearinChulucanas,butfromitIwilltake
somuch.Aboveall,anadventurousoutlook
thatseekstosuckallthejuicelifehastogive.

clarissa negrete

Chulucanas, Peru 2010

share your thoughts! letters to the editor 

may be mailed to communications@augustinian.

org, or write to: the augustinian, P.o. box 340, 

villanova, Pa 19085

additional volunteer reflections can be 

found at www.osavol.org

volunteer letters

 augustinian
volunteers

LETTERS

augustinian volunteers, 2010-2011.

Herbathwasfinishedandherhairwas
braided.Shetoldmethateventhough
herbodywasnotdoingwell,herheart
andherheadwereprotectedbecause
oftheloveinherlife.Lovefromher
beautifulfamilyandlovefromJesus.

Mid sentence she paused. 

Shetookonedeepbreathandsheasked
metohelpherlaydownsayingshewasn’t
feelingwell.Asshenearedthepillowher
eyesrolledintothebackofherhead.Her
bodygraspingforair,herbreathsshallow.
As 7 A.M. turned to 10 A.M. I sat there.  

IheldherhandandIprayed.
Lindiwe,age40,passedaway.She

leftbehindafamilywhoadoredher,
includingthreebeautifulyoungchildren.

IoftenleavetheAIDSCentreat 
acrossroadsofheartbreakand 
discouragement. It is in those moments 

thatIpauseandthinkaboutwhat
protectsmyheart.

It’stheunspokenlovethatIam
surroundedwithduringbeautifuldaysand
mostimportantlyduringharderdays.It’s
thedeepfaithandever-presentstrength
intheeyesofmypatientsevenwhentheir
painisintenseandtheirbodiesaregiving
up.It’sthelovingsupportofmythree
roommates whose hands support mine in 

friendship,loveandprayeratthestartand
endofeachday.

Myheartisprotectedbyexperiencing
firsthandhowfreelyloveflowsinSouth
Africa.It’sprotectedbywitnessing
thedeepfaithofmypatientswho,like
Lindiwe,haveencouragedmystrong
beliefinsomethingbiggerthanmyself.
 

meghan mcKennan

South Africa 2010

Bronx 2008-2009 



ProvincialChaptersarestillplaceswhere
proposalsareputforward.LastJune,
onthecampusofVillanovaUniversity,
friarsfromallovertheworldreturned
forthecelebrationofthe2010Ordinary
ProvincialChapter.Solemnlyprofessed
friarswhoareascribedtotheprovince
arechargedtoattend,providedisciplined
discussion,formproposalsforprograms,
and vote on those programs. 

Daysofthechapterareplannedfor
prayer,sacredmusic,presentations,group
discussions,opencommentsfromfriars,
meals—andmoreprayerandsacred
music.Inthemiddleofthechapter,the
re-electedornewly-electedPriorProvincial
isinstalled.Onsubsequentdays,friars
voteforthenewSecretary,Treasurer,
Counselorsandthenewprograms.

Amidprayersforthesuccessofthe
chapterandthecalltobemindfulof
thecourageandvisionoffriarspast,the
membersofthechapterformulatedalmost
adozenproposals.Allachievedamajority
ofthevoteandallwereadoptedtobepart
ofthe“ProgramoftheProvince.”

Oneproposalthatmightbeconsidered
holy-groundshifting,centeredontaking
firststepstorenewanddevelopagreater
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THE 2010 ORDINARY  
PROVINCIAL CHAPTER:
STANDING ON HOLY GROUND

Intheopeningmomentsofthe2010
OrdinaryProvincialChapter,Fr.Anthony
M.Genovese,O.S.A.,Provincial-Elect,
addressedthefriars:“Aswegather,we
standonholyground.Mindfulofour
historyweareawareofthecourageand
visionofthefriarsofthepastwhohave
createdthisProvince.”

Fr.Mickey’swordsaboutthefriarsof
thepastaretrulysignificantwhenyou
realizea“chapter”isactuallyaneventthat
isregulatedbyConstitutionsthattraceits
rootsbacksome700years!

TheearliestknownConstitutionscame
34yearsafterthefoundingoftheOrder,
whenfriarsatthe1290chapter,heldat
Ratisbon,Germany(nowRegensburg)
votedtoadopttheRatisbonConstitutions.
It is thought that Constitutions were 

createdatthattimetoregulateAugustinian
houses,outoffeartheOrderwouldbe 
suppressedbythePopeforlackof
organization. 

TheConstitutionsoftheOrderunderwent
variousrevisionsoverthecenturies,most
recentlyin1968aftertheSecondVatican
Council,andagainin2008,afterthe
publicationoftheCodeofCanonLaw.

The“ActsoftheChapter”istheofficial
documentthatrecordsthecomments,
proposalsandthefinaladopted“Program 
oftheProvince.”

Onefamouschapterproposalwas
recordedinHeidelberg,Germanyin
April1518,whenMartinLuther,O.S.A.,
defendedhisthesisonthepracticeof
indulgences.Nowreferredtoasthe
HeidelbergDisputation,itisthisthesis,
defendedinthischapter,whichultimately
ledtotheReformation.

“Mindful of our history  

we are aware of the courage  

and vision of the friars of  

the past who have created  

this Province.”

FR.ANTHONYM.GENOVESE,O.S.A.

andmoreeffectiveAugustinianpresencein
NorthAmericathroughpartialFederation.
Theproposalseekstoexploreincreased
collaborationintheareasofMissions
(ForeignandDomestic);Communications;
DevelopmentforCommonMinistries;Justice
andPeace;andNewInitiativesinMinistries.
Thefriarsadoptedthisproposaltodomore
anddoitbetter.VocationsandFormation,
alreadyInter-ProvincialMinistries,will
continuetobehandledinthesameway.

TheProvinceofOurMotherofGood
CounselintheMidwestandtheProvince
ofSt.ThomasofVillanovaintheEast,
haveapprovedmovingforwardwith
thisFederationplan.Statutestodefine
ithavebeenpreparedbytherespective
PriorProvincialsforapprovalbythePrior
GeneralandhisCouncil—asspecifiedin
Constitutions #271c. These statutes have 

beenpreparedandwillbesubmittedfor
approvalinFebruary2011.

TheActsofthe2010chapternowjoin
ActsofallotherchaptersinAugustinian
history.Theadopted“Programofthe
Province,”willdrivetheworkofthePrior
ProvincialandhisCouncilforthenextfour
years.In2012,anIntermediateProvincial
Chapterwillbeheldtobenchmarkthe
progressmadeontheprogramsandmake
adjustmentstoachievetheprograms 
as needed. 

Highlights of the 2010 Ordinary Provincial 

Chapter were captured through the lens of Fr. Dan 

McLaughlin, O.S.A., and are presented on the pages 

that follow as a tribute to the success of the chapter. 

More photos can be seen in photo galleries at  

www.augustinian.org. 

by teddie gallagher



the chaPter oPened with evening Prayer, led by the Prior 

general, robert f. Prevost, o.s.a.

fr. john lydon, o.s.a. (Peru) and fr. jacK mcatee, o.s.a.  

(south africa) greeted each other as they celebrated  

the chaPter. 

individual friars could address the entire assembly. this Picture was taKen on the day the friars honor those who have died 

since the last chaPter in 2006 by having their Pictures in the meeting room. later that evening, friars gathered with family 

members of the deceased to celebrate mass.

friars discussed ProPosals in small grouPs and then  

shared the grouP’s thoughts and ideas with the assembly.

the Prior general declared the comPletion of the office 

of fr. donald f. reilly, o.s.a., as Prior Provincial. the  

Provincial handed over the seal of the Province as the 

sign of his deParture from office.
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the installation of the Prior Provincial, very reverend 

anthony m. genovese, o.s.a.

the official grouP Photo of for the 2010 ordinary chaPter of the 

Province of st. thomas of villanova.  

voting on ProPosals was handled using hand-held 

voting devices. 

during evening Prayer br. craig m. mcmahon, o.s.a.,  

renewed his vows. 

fr. michael digregorio, o.s.a., the vicar general, Praised the chaPter 

for its disciPlined conversation and the aPProval of the ProPosal 

concerning federation. 

friars, one by one, came forward for a fraternal embrace 

and Pledge of collaboration.
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ordained  

July30,1983

favorite quote from st. augustine
“YourbestServant,OLord,isnottheone 
whogetswhathewants,butratherwants
whathegets.”-The Confessions of Saint Augustine  

(BookX,ChapterXXVI)

current  
Secretary,ProvinceofSt.ThomasofVillanova

education
CabriniCollege,B.A. Religious Studies

TheAngelicum,Rome,Diploma in Spiritual Theology

PontificalCollegeofSaintBedetheVenerable, 
Rome,Philosophical and Theological Studies 

PierceJuniorCollege,A.A. Business Management

ordained  

October15,1977

favorite quote from st. augustine
“Youhavemadeus,Lord,foryourself,and 
ourheartsarerestlessuntiltheyrestinyou.” 

-The Confessions of Saint Augustine  

(BookI,ChapterI)

current  

TreasurerandCounselor, 
ProvinceofSt.ThomasofVillanova

education
WashingtonTheologicalUnion,M.Div.

BiscayneCollege(nowSt.ThomasUniversity), 
MiamiFla.,B.A. History Education

SamuelGompersVocationalandTechnical 
HighSchool

Fr.Michaelwasinthe4thgradewhenSister
Martin,CSFN,gavehimabookonthepriesthood.
Heremembersthinking“Whydidn’tshegiveitto
mytwinbrother?”Atsixteen,hewasattractedtothe
lifeofworkandprayeroftheAugustinianBrothers
whenheandhismothervisitedhiscousin,aBrother
workingatAugustinianAcademyonStatenIsland.
HeenteredtheOrderattheageof18andwas
professedasaBrotherin1968.InApril,1979hehad
aheartattackand,whilehewasinthehospital,he
wassurprisedtofeelastrongcalltobecomeapriest.
EighteenyearsafterheenteredtheOrder,hewas
ordainedapriest.ThisyearhecelebratedMassfor
SisterMartin’sGoldenJubilee.

looking forward: Fr.Michaelfirmlybelievesin
God’sProvidence--thatGodordersallthingsin 
ourlives.HepraysdailytowantwhatGodwants.

Fr.MartyknewhewascalledbyGodfor
something,butdidn’tthinkhewasworthy.Sohe
ran.Herarelyshowedupforhighschool,dropped
outwhenhewas15,returnedwhenhewas19and
graduated when he was 22. He wanted to go to 

college,butbecausehisnewgradeswereaveraged
withzerosfromhisearlyhighschooldays,nocollege
wouldconsiderhim.HemetFr.RayGeisser,O.S.A.,
atacollegefairinNewYorkCity.Fr.MartytoldFr.
Rayhisstoryandsurprisingly,Fr.Rayacceptedhim
toBiscayneCollegeonthespot!ItwasthroughFr.
Ray,otherfriarsatBiscayneandresearchaboutthe
Order,thatFr.MartyfoundhewasAugustinianin
hisbones–therestlessjourney,theroughstuff–had
allbeentrueforhim.

looking forward: Fr.Martybelieveshehasnot 
yetfulfilledwhatGodhascalledhimtodo.

MICHAEL H. BIELECKI, O.S.A.

Secretary

MARTIN L. SMITH, O.S.A.

Treasurer and Counselor

the provincial’s new team
Fr. Mickey Genovese, O.S.A., stands with the new Province Council

by teddie gallagher



ordained  

November26,1983

favorite quote from st. augustine
“LatehaveIlovedyou,OBeautyeverancient, 
evernew...youtouchedmeandIburntoknow 
yourpeace.”-The Confessions of St Augustine

(BookX,ChapterXXVII)

current  
VicePresidentforMissionandStudentAffairs,
MerrimackCollege

education
UniversityatAlbany,StateUniversity 
ofNewYork,Ph.D. Counseling Psychology

WashingtonTheologicalUnion, 
M.A. Systematic Theology

VillanovaUniversity,B.A. Honors Program, English

ordained  

June29,1991

favorite quote from st. augustine
“Love,anddowhatyouwill.”-7th Sermon  

on the First Letter of John

current  

AssociateVicePresident, 
OfficeforMissionandMinistry, 
VillanovaUniversity

education
PontificalGregorianUniversity,Rome,Italy,
S.T.D. Theology, Summa Cum Laude

S.T.L. Theology, Magna Cum Laude

WashingtonTheologicalUnion,M.A. Theology

VillanovaUniversity,B.S. Business Administration

Fr.RaygrewupinSharonHill,PA.,wherehe
andhisfamilywereveryinvolvedintheirchurch.
Hethoughtaboutbecomingapriestwhenhewas
five,butdidnotseriouslythinkaboutthepriesthood
againuntiltheendofhishighschoolyears.“Iam
anAugustinianbecauseIwenttoBonnerHigh
School.”Fr.RayremembersmanyfriarsatBonner
whoinfluencedhischoice,includingFr.BillMcGuire
andFr.GordonMarcellus.Theydemonstratedthe
Augustinianvaluesofserviceandcommunity,apath
Fr.Raychoseforhislife.

looking forward: Fr.Rayisrestlesstobringdown
walls,tocreate21stCenturyministrythatisnot
businessasusual.Heseespeopleeverywherewho
longtobegroundedincommunity,groundedbythe
WordofGodandtheBreadofLife—andhewants 
tofindthatground.

Fr.Joedidnotentertainavocationtoreligious
lifeasachild,whileinMsgr.BonnerHighSchool,
orwhileattendingVillanova.Hemetmanyfriarsat
Bonner,stayedintouchwiththemandenjoyedtheir
company,butplannedtousehisB.S.inBusiness
Administrationforacareer.Inhissenioryearat
Villanova,Fr.Joestartedinterviewingforjobsand
foundhisplantoworkincorporateAmericafelt
oddlywrongforhim.Itwasthenthathespoketo 
Fr.JosephMostardi,O.S.A.,abouthisrestlessness 
andFr.Mostardiaskedhimifhemightconsider
religiouslife.Aftergraduation,Fr.Joeenteredthe
Augustinianpre-novitiateprogram;25yearslater, 
Fr.Joeisdirectingthepre-novitiateprogramfor 
the Province.

looking forward:Fr.Joehaslivedandtraveled
abroad,buthasnevergoneonpilgrimagetothe 
HolyLand.Hehopestovisittheresoon.

RAYMOND F. DLUGOS, O.S.A.

Counselor

JOSEPH L. FARRELL, O.S.A.

Counselor
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“The Counselors have the duty of  assisting the prior  

provincial in the governance of  the province by their prudent  

advice and energetic work. Together with the prior provincial  

they constitute the council of  the province.”    

Constitutions of  the Order of  St. Augustine, Chapter XX (Const. 395)



ordained  

June29,1991

favorite quote from st. augustine
“Thefirststepinthesearchfortruthishumility. 
Thesecond,humility.Thethirdhumility. 
Andthelastone,humility.”-Letter118,3,22

current  
OnSabbaticalafterservingasPersonnelDirector 
andCounselorfortheProvinceforeightyears

education
Andover-Newton,Boston,D.Min. Clinical  

Pastoral Psychology

WashingtonTheologicalUnion,M.A. Theology

MichiganStateUniversity,B.S. Advertising Management

ordained  

July23,1977

favorite quote from st. augustine
“Searchinwaystomakediscoveries,and 
discoverinwaystokeeponsearching.” 
-De Trinitate, IX,1,1

current  
PriorofSaintThomasofVillanovaMonastery;
DirectorofAugustinianFriends

education
TeachersCollege,ColumbiaUniversity
M.A. Computing in Education

UniversityofMiami,Ph.D. Instructional Leadership

TheCatholicUniversityofAmerica,M.A. Theology

VillanovaUniversity,B.A. Honors Program

ordained  

August28,2004

favorite quote from st. augustine 

“Youhavemadeus,Lord,foryourself,and 
ourheartsarerestlessuntiltheyrestinyou.” 
-The Confessions of Saint Augustine(BookI,ChapterI)

current  

OnloantotheMidwestProvinceas 
AssistantPastor,StRitaofCascia,Chicago

education
WashingtonTheologicalUnion,M.Div.

St.John’sUniversity,NewYork, M.A. Theology

NotreDameSeminary,NewOrleans,Theology courses

UniversidadSalesiana,Guatemala,
Pastoral Theology Courses

SeminarioSanJosedelaMontana,ElSalvador, 
B.S. Philosophy

Fr.JimgrewupinMichigan,inadevoutlyCatholic
family.HeattendedMichiganState,majoringin
Advertising.Aftercollege,heacceptedajobin
PhiladelphiawherehebecameVPandAccount
Supervisorforamajoradagency.Hemovedinto 
OurMotherofGoodCounselParishanditwas
therethathecametoknowtheAugustiniansand
theiruniquewindowontheGospelmessage.He
alsocametoseethatbusinesswasnothiscalling.
Hestartedaskingnewquestionsabouthislifeand
foundunexpectedgracetoanswerthecalltobean
Augustinian.Fr.Jim’sjourneyasafriarhastaught 
himtohonorallhumanrestlessnessandtoshare 
withotherstherichesofChrist.

looking forward: Fr.Jimwouldliketousehispassion
andskillsincounselingandcommunicationinnew,
creativewaystoservethemissionoftheOrder.

Fr.GaryfirstmettheAugustinianswhenhewasten
whileattendingeventsattheAugustinianAcademyon
StatenIsland,wherehisbrotherandcousin(Fr.Mickey
Genovese,O.S.A.)weredaystudents.Fouryearslater,
attheageof14,heenteredtheOrder.Thusbegan
yearsofstudyandteachingthatwouldprovideprolific
contributionstoeducationalleadershipinpedagogical,
curricularandprogrammaticdevelopment.Fr.Gary
sayshisproudestpossessionasakidwashislibrary
cardandhis3rdgradepassionwasreadingbooks
aboutEnglishAristocracy.Now,Fr.GarylistsIrish
Genealogy,allthingsCelticandthestudyofPopular
Culture,particularlyinfilms,ashisinterests.

looking forward: Fr.Garywouldliketovisit 
NormanGothicCathedralsinSicilyandMosaics 
inRavenna,Italy.

AsaboyinElSalvador,Fr.Carloswasinspired
tobecomeapriestbythereligiousdevotionofhis
grandmotherandmother.However,fromtheageof12
to18hewentawayfromthechurchanddidnotreturn
untilFeb.24,1980whenheheardArchbishopÓscar
ArnulfoRomeropreach,justamonthbeforeRomero
wasassassinated.InJanuary1984,Carlosjoinedthe
Carmelitesbutultimatelyleftthemanddecidednotto
pursueareligiouslife.HewenttoschoolinNewYork
wherehemetAugustiniansandworkedwithfriars
inlayministryinNewYorkandMassachusetts.Fr.
CarloscreditsArtJohnson,O.S.A.,forleadinghim
backtothepriesthoodandspeaksofFr.Artasoneof
thegreatestmenoffaith.

looking forward: Fr.Carloswouldliketospendtime
asaMissionary,becausethebestteachersforhimare
thosepeopleofsimplicity,whosimplytrust.

JAMES D. PARADIS, O.S.A.

Counselor

GARY N. MCCLOSKEY, O.S.A.

Counselor

CARLOS E. URBINA, O.S.A.

Counselor
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GOD’S 



OD’S FOOT SOLDIERS: 

There’snodenyingthatthefootage
oftheSouthAfricanMissionsinThe 

VisionariesPublicTelevisiondocumentary,
“God’sFootSoldiers,”isextremely
touching.Thefactthat20percentof
theZuluchildrenwhoattendSt.Leo’s
schoolareHIVpositiveisdevastating.
Themomentwhen10-yearoldNelisiwe
Zondetellsthestoryofhermotherdying
fromAIDSandwhatitmeansforher
togotoSt.Leo’sschoolishardtoget
throughwithouttears.Butthenyou
say,waitaminute.Thispoisedten-year
old,whoislivinginanimpoverished
partofSouthAfricawhereZuluisthe
predominantlanguage,justtoldherstory
tousinnear-perfectEnglish!Thisisa
momentoftriumph.Thisisareal-life
exampleofwhatformstheunderlying
subtextof“God’sFootSoldiers”—
thecollaborationofAugustinians
withcommittedlaystaff,Augustinian
Volunteersandbenefactors,andthehope
thatitbringstoothers.

the missions office—
collaboration at the toP

In“God’sFootSoldiers”Fr.Tony
Burrascano,O.S.A.,Directorofthe
MissionsOfficeandBrianStrassburger,
AssistantDirectoroftheMissionsOffice
(picturedleft),setthecontextofthe
enormouschallengestheZulupeople
faceindealingwithagenerationlost
toAIDS;educatingthechildrenleftto
cope;andbreakingthroughtheremnants
ofApartheidtorelievethedirepoverty.
Theirwordsarepowerfulandinsightful.

Theirtenoriscompassionateandyet
challenging—determinedtotellthestory,
tohelpandgethelpfromothers.

Fr.TonyandBrianareateamatthe
topoftheMissionsOfficethatdrives
theeducationandfundraisingworkof
theAugustinianMissions.Theyarean
impressiveexampleofaneffectivelayand
AugustiniancollaborationfortheProvince
ofSt.ThomasofVillanova.

Formanyyears,upuntilJanuary,2009,
theMissionsOfficewasheadedbyasole
friar.Inthefallof2008,Brian,whowas
servinginSouthAfricaasanAugustinian
Volunteer,washavingaverypowerful
experienceanddidnotwanttohavea
disconnectfromitwhenhisyearended.
Coincidentally,theAugustinianFriars
werelookingtoexpandtheEducational
pieceoftheMissionsandBrianwasoffered
thejobstartinginJanuaryof2009.

“Brianisverygoodwithtechnology,a
verygoodspeaker,hashadexperienceas
anAugustinianVolunteerintheU.S.and
SouthAfrica,andisabletospeakaboutthat
ineducationalprogramsandthemissions.
He’sverydedicatedtothemissions,
dedicated to the Augustinians. He does 

asmuchasIdo.He’sasmuchapartofit 
asIam.It’sreallyjustaco-sharing.”

Fr.Tonygothisfirstexperiencewith
Missionworkin1987whenhewasasked
togotoPerutofillinforfriarswho
neededtocomebacktotheU.S.for
healthreasons.“Youcan’tworkinthe
Missionsandnotbechanged,”saidFr.
TonyabouthisexperienceinPeru.And
indeed,Fr.Tonystayedcloselyconnected

totheMissionsovertheyearsasMissions
Procurator,asTreasureroftheProvince
andworkingonweekendsduringthepast
18summersdoingMissionAppeals.

Fr.Tonyhasaspecialconnection
toSouthAfricabecausehespentover
fouryearslivingon-and-offinthe
AugustinianMissioninSouthAfricaand
wasTreasureroftheProvinceatthetime
theAugustinianswereaskedtotakeona
MissioninSouthAfrica:

“Fourteenyearsago,whenwewere
askedtoconsidertakingaMissionin
SouthAfrica,Fr.JackDeegan,(thenPrior
ProvincialoftheProvinceofSt.Thomas
ofVillanova)andIwenttoSouthAfrica,
tomeetwithWilfredCardinalNapier,
O.F.M.,ArchbishopofDurban,tosee
whattypeofworkhemightwantusto
takeon.Wewerethinkingwhatkind 
ofmanpower,parishesorschoolswould
he want and wondering how much it 

wouldcost.”
“Whathe[ArchbishopNapier]said

thatheneededmost,inacountrywhich
hasbeendividedbyApartheidforso
long,andsobrutally,isareligiousorder
tocomeherewhosecharismisliving
community.Heneededthemtolivetheir
communitylife,toshowtoadivided
nationthatdifferenttypesofpeoplecan
livetogetherinharmonyandpeace. 
That‘blewourminds,’becausethat’s
notwhatwewerethinking.Wewere
beingveryAmericanandthinkingabout
thingsyoucantouch—theman,the
workandthemoney.ArchbishopNapier
challengedustolivetheSpirit.”

THE GOOD WORKS OF THE LAITY

by teddie gallagher
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 augustinian volunteers—
collaboration on the ground

OneofthereasonsBriancanspeak
soknowledgeablyabouttheMissions
isbecauseBrianwasanAugustinian
Volunteerfortwoyears:in2006-07inthe
Bronx,NY;andbeginninginJanuary2008,
Brian went to serve at the Augustinian 

MissionsinDurban,SouthAfrica.He
workedatSt.Theresa’sPrimarySchool,St.
Theresa’sBoysHomeandattheRespite
UnitfortheHillcrestAIDSCentre.The
experiencewasoneofthemostimportant
yearsofhislife:

“Thefriarsandthevolunteersworkside
bysideandsharetheAugustiniancharism
ofcommunity.Fr.FrankDoyle(Pastor
ofOurLadyofKloofandthethreeZulu
MissionchurchesinSouthAfrica)hadan
opendoorpolicywheretheVolunteers
sharedinthecommoncommunity.Itwas
neverusandthem;itwasveryinclusive.In
manywaysVolunteersbecomeanextension
ofthefriars.”

IfBrianhastouseonewordtodescribe
thetraitsofanAugustinianVolunteer 
it’s perseverance: 

“Encounteringsituationsofextreme
poverty,encounteringsituationsofdeath
anddyingonaveryregularbasis,takea
largeemotionalbutalsophysicaltollon
a person. And having to encounter that 

whilebeingcompletelyremovedfromyour
comfortzoneandyourownsupportsystem
isvery,verychallenging.Oneofthegifts
thatisgiventotheVolunteersisliving
incommunitywithothervolunteersand
creatingthisnewsupportsystem.”

“Youdon’tgetthedaily,monthlyoreven
annualfeelingofOh, I can see I’m really  

making a difference here. Being an Augustinian 

Volunteerismuchmoreaboutthe
relationshipsthatyoubuildandaboutcreating
changeinyourownheartandyourownlife
andhopingthatyou’vemadesomesortof
impactintheheartsandmindsofothers.”

InspeakingabouttheAugustinian
Volunteersseenin“God’sFootSoldiers”
Fr.Tonysays:

“TheVolunteersteachverywellinthe
schools,theyworkwellintherespiteunits

andintheorphanage.Butwhenyousee
thewholehistoryofApartheid,yousee
whattheVolunteersareallabout.Theyare
theretobuildthebridges,tobreakdown
thestereotypes,andtolivetheGospelin
theirownway.That’sbytouchingpeople,
especiallythereintheirdeepesthurts.And
thatisApartheid,thedivisionbyrace.They
showwhiteswhatwe’recalledtobeand
theyshowtheZuluswhatitcanbe.That’s
thebigimpact.”

 

suPPorters and benefactors— 
collaboration beneath the 
wings of the missions

ForFr.TonyandBrian,abigpartof
theirroleistoraisethefundstosupport
theMissionsinvariousways.Thebulk
ofthefundstheyraisecomethroughlay
supportoftheMissionAppeals.Fr.Tony,
Brian,AugustinianFriarsandAugustinian
Volunteersspendweekendsduringthe
summertravelingaroundthecountry
tospeaktocongregationsaboutthe
Augustinian Missions.  

Theywriteanddistributeaquarterly
MissionsNewsletterandtheyreceive
donationsforjewelryandornamentsmade
byZulus,MissionChristmasgiftcardsand
Missions Mass cards.  

TheAugustinianDevelopmentCouncil,a
laygroupofsuccessful,professionalbusiness
people,withitsChairman,CharlesP.
Connolly,Jr.,givetime,talentandtreasure
byleadingTheAugustinianFund,now
enteringitsfifthyear.Initsfouryearsof
existence,theAugustinianFundhasraised
$4,017,791,ofwhich$1,727,650(43%)has
beengiveninsupportoftheMissionsin
Japan,PeruandSouthAfrica.

AsFr.Tonyseesit,“Noneofthiscould
happenwithoutthedonors.Wecouldn’t
feedthechildren.Wecouldn’tbuildanew
church.Theyhavemadeatremendous
difference.Theyhavenoideahowmuchof
adifferencetheyhavemade.Takeasmall
thinglikethefruitprogram.Thatwasthe
firstfoodthechildrenreceivedoutsideofrice
andbeans.Andtheteachers,afteracouple
ofmonths,talkedabouthowtheycould
seeadifferenceinthekidsinafternoons

aftertheygetfruit,becausetheyhavesome
nutrients.They’renotfallingasleepinclass.
They’remorealiveandtheyarelearning
better.Childrencannotlearnwithoutfood,
andtheydidn’thaveit.Theyhavefoodnow
becauseofourdonors.Theycanlearn,and
theirlivescanchange.Withouteducation,
there’snohope.Youcanhaveaschool,but
ifthekidscan’tlearninit,whatgoodarethe
buildings?Food,supplies,desks,blackboards,
thingslikethat,it’sallduetothedonors.”

Brianisimpressedbythebenefactorsof
theMissionsfortheircommitment:

“Fr.DickAppiciwastheMissiondirector
forsuchalongtimeandsomanyofour
supporterscametobesupportersthrough
theirpersonalrelationshipswithFr.Appici.
Andwithhispassing,I’vebeencontinually
buoyedbythefactthatalotofthosedonors
continuetobeverygenerousintheirgifts 
tothemissions,forthesakeofthelegacy 
ofFr.Appici,andjustbecausetheir
ownpersonalcompassionandpersonal
commitmenttotheMissionshaslasted
beyondthelifeofFr.Appicihimself.” 

where do we go from here? 
In“God’sFootSoldiers,”Augustinian

VolunteerRebeccaLittletellsusaboutthe
Zuluword“ubuntu,”whichmeans“Iam
becauseweare.”It’sabeautifulword. 
Awordwedon’thaveanequivalentforin
English.Awordthatpoignantlyexpresses
therelationshipbetweentheAugustinian
Missionsandtheircollaboratorsoflaystaff,
layvolunteersandlaybenefactors.

ForBrian,thebiggestthingisjust
continuingtheworkthat’shappening:

“Workingintheunderdevelopedworldis
apatient,patientprocess.Creatingchange
globallyisapatientprocess.Itdoesn’thappen
overnight.Itdoesn’thappenquickly.Ittakesa
longtimeandalongcommitment.Iwantto
seethemissionsexhibitthatsenseofpatient
commitment,regardlessofthetimetable.”

ToBrian,it’saveryimportantaspectof
volunteerprogramsthatthere’sacontinuity
ofvolunteers.Sovolunteersarenotsingular
intheirefforts,butareoneinachainof
volunteers,stretchingbackintothepastand
movingintothefuture:

“Forexample,inmyworkatSt.Theresa’s
orphanage:it’schallengingbecausehereyou
arecomingtomakeadifference,wanting
tohelpthelivesoftheseyoungkids,who
haven’thadconsistentrolemodelsintheir
lives.You’rebuildingstrongrelationships,
knowingfullwellthatattheendoftheyear
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“ being an augustinian volunteer is much more about the relationships 

that you build and about creating change in your own heart and your 

own life and hoping that you’ve made some sort of impact in the 

hearts and minds of others.” BRIAN STRASSBURGER



It’spartofthatcontinuumofvolunteers.”
“Thepartnershipbetweenlayvolunteers

and Augustinians needs to continue. The 

churchneedsittocontinue.Regardless
ofthedirectionthatvocationsgoin
thenextgenerationorso,whatwe’ve
learnedrecentlyisthatthere’sahealthy
partnershipthatcanbeestablishedthere
betweenthelaityandthoseinconsecrated
life.AndIthinktheAugustiniansintheir
missionshavebeenagreatexampleof
that,whereyouhavevolunteersandfriars
sharingelementsofcommunitytogether
andsharingministrytogether.”

“ i love to go to school because it  

is the best thing i need in my life 

that could make my tomorrow 

be good, be nice, be happy, be 

excited—and that can make my 

future go well.”

 nelisiwe Zonde 
    student, st. leo’s school

“ ubuntu—i am because we are— 

it means i can’t really fully exist 

as a person unless all of us are 

existing together.”

 rebecca little 
     augustinian volunteer

“ where the augustinians work, over 

half the population has hiv/aids.” 

 sam waterston 
    host, The Visionaries

“ as much as there’s despair, there’s 

hope. hope is everything. hope is 

why we’re here.” 

 brian strassburger 
    assistant director of the missions office

“ i am somebody. i may be poor, 

but i am somebody. i maybe make 

mistakes, but i am somebody.”

 andile 
    student, st. leo’s school

“ the augustinians, they organize 

the breakfast, they organize  

the afternoon meals and they  

have made a big change with us,  

a big one.”

 themba themba 
     head teacher, st. leo’s school

the augustinian .  WINTER 2010-2011 .  13

 editor’s note:
To find out more about Augustinian Missions, 

the Augustinian Volunteer program and Special 

Ministries, go to www.augustinian.org.  

The Province of St. Thomas of Villanova is  

grateful to our many lay collaborators and 

volunteers, including alumni of the Villanova 

College of Nursing, doctors from the University 

of Pennsylvania and translators who volunteer at 

ADROP’s Unity Clinic; volunteers to Adeodatus 

Prison Ministry; and dedicated professionals who 

sit on our Boards and Finance Committees. 

you’regettingonaplaneandleaving
themcompletely.Ifanything,youend
upreinforcingtheissuesofabandonment
they’vedealtwiththeirentirelives.”

“Theonlywaytoseepastthatisifyou
seeyourselfasnotonevolunteer,butas
oneofmanyvolunteers.Wherethereisthis
continuum.Youintroduceyourselfasan
AugustinianVolunteer.I’mnotjustBrian
whenI’mmeetingyou,I’manAugustinian
Volunteer.Andso,justasyouknewJake
andBriandMattbefore,you’llknowme
nowandyou’llknowMegandMaryKate
andSinéadandBeccainthefuture,etc.

SCENES FROM “GOD’S FOOT SOLDIERS”



It’slikelythe“learners”seeninthisstill
photofromthe“God’sFootSoldiers”
documentaryhavealwayshadfruit
aspartoftheirdailymealatSt.Leo’s
School.Buttheolderchildrenand
teachersknowtheAugustinianfruit
programhasonlybeenhappening
since2007.Theinspirationforthefruit
programcamefromKarenThurman,
aleaderinphilanthropicworkforthe
AugustinianMissions,whileshewason
aservicetriptoSouthAfrica.Karen
noticedtherewasnothingfreshinthe
children’sdiet.Shewenttoamarket,
filledhercarwithboxesoffruitand
broughtthembackforthechildren. 
Theschoolhasdoubledinsize,but
Karen,herhusbandRandyanddonors
totheAugustinianFund’sfoodprogram
havekeptthefruitcoming.

a glimPse
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Harry R. Halloran, Jr., is Chairman 

and CEO of American Refining 

Group, and ARG Resources, and 

is the Founder and CEO of Energy 

Unlimited, Inc., a company involved  

in the renewable energy field.  

Mr. Halloran is a graduate of the 

University of Pennsylvania with a 

degree in Civil Engineering. After 

graduating, he entered the Augustinian 

Seminary for four years and earned an 

M.A. in Theology. 

Mr. Halloran founded Halloran 

Philanthropies in 2007 with the 

belief that business is one of the most 

powerful drivers of social change.  

Mr. Halloran very generously  

agreed to be the main underwriter  

of The Visionaries episode,  

“God’s Foot Soldiers.”

harry r. halloran, jr.

the augustinian family

THE AUGUSTINIAN FAMILY: A SERIES OF CONVERSATIONS by natalie agraZ

 na: HowdidyoufirstencountertheAugustinians?

 hh: AlthoughIwenttoSt.Joseph’sPrep,myyoungerbrotherswenttoMalvernandIused
todrivethemthere.MyfatherbecameveryclosetotheAugustiniansandbecame
involvedwiththeschool;hewasPresidentoftheFathers’Club.Andthroughmy
brotherswereallygottoknowanumberofwonderfulAugustinianpriests,particularly
Fr.Coffey,theHeadmaster,whobecamearealpresenceinourlives,andthroughhim
theProvincial,Fr.Greenlee.

 na: Whenyoudecidedtoentertheseminarytobecomeapriest,whytheAugustiniansand
nottheJesuitsoraDiocesanseminary? 

 hh: IdecidedtoentertheseminarybecauseIhadthisfeelingofwantingto“goalltheway,”
todosomething“alltheway.”IcomefromastrongCatholicfamily;Ihadanauntwho
wasanunandanunclewhowasaRedemptorist.Thiswas1961,vocationswereintheir
heyday,IwasacollegegraduatewithanengineeringdegreeandIguessIwasconsidered
aprettyinterestingcandidate.Ifirstspoketothepastorofmychurch,St.Madeleine
Sophie,hewasaDiocesanpriest–andthenIdecidedtolookintothedifferentreligious
orders.SoIvisitedtheJesuits,theAugustinians,theBenedictinesandtheFranciscans.The
Franciscanvocationdirectorsaidtome,“Idon’tknowwhatyou’relookingfor,butwe’re
allprettysimilar;ifIwereyou,Iwouldjusttakeastabandgowiththeoneyou’remost
comfortablewith.”Wellforme,thatwastheAugustinians.TheAugustiniansappealedto
me,itwasjustthatsimple.SoIwenttotheseminaryforaboutfour-and-a-halfyears.

  Ireallyenjoyedtheexperience.Wewereagoodgroup.ImetPaulMorrissey,Miles
Glasglow,RaySchanley,RayJackson,ShawnTracy,BillDolan,andJimMcCartney.
Fr.RayJacksonwasrealcharacterandbecameaveryclosefriend.Helaterbecameour
familypriest;hebaptizedourchildren.Imadealotofgoodfriends,andhavealotof
wonderfulmemories,butIdecideditwasn’tagoodfitforthelongtermforme.

 na: Sowhatcamenext?

 hh: SoIleftandtaughtReligiousStudiesatSt.Vincent’sCollegeinLatrobe,PA.ThenI
wasaVISTAvolunteer(VolunteersinServicetoAmerica)fortwoyearsandwentto
acraftvillageandcooperativeinOreland,ME.HomeWorkersOrganizedforMore
Employmentwasthenameoftheorganization.Iwasonethemanagers.Webuiltacraft
villageandstartedanadulteducationprogramandasheepco-op.Iranthehandcraft
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co-op.Itwasalsomyfirststabatfundraising.DavidandPeggyRockefellergaveusa
grantandcametovisitthecraftcooperative.Thenin1973,myfathergotsickand 
Iwascalledbacktohelpinthefamily’sconstructionbusiness.Itwasafairlylarge
regionalconstructioncompany.WedidpartsoftheNJTurnpike,theSchuylkill
Expressway,SpringGardenSt.Bridges,andGreatAdventureAmusementPark. 
Then,throughmybrother,Igotintotheoilrefiningbusiness.In1975Itookover
AmericanRefiningGroupandbecametheCEOandreallylearnedtheoilbusiness.
EventuallyIpurchasedtherefineryinBradford,PA.In1980Istartedtogetintothe
windbusiness;Iwasoneofthefoundersofwindenergy.Iamnowintoadiversityof
energybusinesses:oilrefining,oilandnaturalgasproduction,wind,solar,geothermal,
fuelcells,biomass,andallkindsofthings.Then,aboutfouryearsagoIgotinterested
inphilanthropy.IhiredAnthonyCarr,whowasalsointhenovitiatewithmebackin
1961;hewasretiringastheCEOofahospitalinFresno,CAsoIofferedhimajob
asExecutiveDirectorofHalloranPhilanthropies.Wehaveaboutfourorfivestaff
membersindifferentpartsoftheUnitedStatesandtheworld.

 

 na: HalloranPhilanthropiesisinvolvedinmicrofinance,globalethics,communityservice,
inter-religiousdialogue,cleanenergytoimprovethehealthandlivelihoodoftherural
poor.Isthereaunifyingprincipalfortheseseeminglydiverseinitiatives?

 hh: Ourmissionstatementsayswearetryingtobeafactorinimprovingtheworld.We’re
movingtoward“theworldweallwant.”We’renotasfocusedassomephilanthropies, 
butit’ssomewhatthewayIapproachedenergy:Idiversifiedmyinterestsinenergy, 
Ihavediversifiedinterestsinphilanthropy,buttheyarealltiedtothemissionstatement.
Theynowfeellikethey’reconnectedinsomeway.

 na: Tellmemoreabout“theworldweallwant.”

 hh: It’saworldwherethebasicelementsofhumanwell-beingaremet:enoughmoney,safety,
education,healthcare,food.Gettingtotheworldweallwantiscontinuingtheevolutionary
processofprogress.Todowhathastobedonetogetusallthere.Religiouspeople,likethe
Augustinians,businesspeople,entrepreneursandcharitiesaredevelopingeconomiesand
helpingpeoplecreatetheworldweallwant,helpingpeoplehavedecentlives.

   na: WhatmadeyoudecidetounderwriteThe VisionariessegmentfortheAugustinians?

 hh: Itjustoccurredtomethatthiswasaprojectthatwasgoingtoshowpeoplethatthe
AugustiniansweremorethanVillanova,ortheparishesandschools,aswonderfulasthat
allis.FewpeoplewouldhaveguessedtheAugustinianswereinvolvedinmissionworkin
SouthAfrica,PeruanddowntownPhiladelphiaorhadanAugustinianVolunteerProgram.
Itcouldhavefantasticresultsintyingallofthistogether.Ithoughtitwasagoodinvestment
thatwouldshowreturnsforseveralyears,andanaturalfollow-upofmysupportforthe
Augustiniansovertheyears.

  Also,itwasarealopportunitytopartnerwithThe Visionaries,anorganizationthatis 
value-basedandhashadsomanyothersuccessfulprojects.Ithinkitturnedoutbetter 
thananyonehadexpected.

Visionary n. onewhothinksaboutorplansthefuture
withimaginationorwisdom;avisionaryleader;onewho
hastheabilitytoimaginehowacountry,society,industry
etc.willdevelopinthefuture;avisionaryreformer

anniversaries 2010

ANNIVERSARY OF  

RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

70 years
JamesL.Nolan 

Augustus C. Sandmann

65 years
JosephA.Duffey 

JohnJ.Ferrence 

JamesG.Glennon

60 years
HarryJ.Erdlen 

JohnJ.Hagen 

BernardJ.O’Dowd 

JosephC.Schnaubelt

55 years
JohnE.Deegan 

KevinF.Dwyer 
AlfredJ.Ellis 
WilliamR.Faix 

ArthurD.Johnson 

MauriceJ.Mahoney 

GordonE.Marcellus 
WilliamA.Recchuti

50 years
FrancisX.Gallogly 

George P. Magee 

JohnJ.Shea 

MichaelP.Sullivan

25 years
StephenJ.Baker 
FrancisJ.Caponi

ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION

60 years
HarryA.Cassel 
JamesL.Galligan 

RobertE.Steinman

55 years
RobertM.Burke 

DonaldX.Burt 
JohnJ.Byrnes 
EugeneA.DelConte 

JosephA.Spinelli

50 years
JamesP.Conway 

RichardL.Foley 

MauriceJ.Mahoney

25 years
JohnJ.Sheridan
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news and notes

FROM THE PROVINCE OF SAINT THOMAS  
OF VILLANOVA AND THE AUGUSTINIAN ORDER

news and notes

BellesiniFriaryDedication
andBlessing–December5,
2010

OnDecember5,2010,aDedication
andBlessingoftheBlessedStephen
BellesiniFriarywasheld.Thenewly
renovatedfriary,locatedinArdmore,PA,
willserveasapre-novitiate/houseof
discernmentformenpursuingor
consideringavocationtoreligiouslife.
PriorProvincialAnthonyM.“Fr.Mickey”
Genovese,O.S.A.,conductedtheritual
DedicationandBlessing.Whilethe
assembledguestsrecitedaprayer, 
Fr.Mickeymovedthroughoutthehouse
toblesseachroom,accompaniedbythe
houseresidents.Followingtheceremony,
refreshmentswereservedwhileguestshad
anopportunitytomoveaboutandview
the renovated residence.

residents of the friary include (l-to-r): fr. joe farrell, o.s.a. (director of the Pre-novitiate), discern-

ers, david Kiblinger (vil) and carl vater (vil); fr. tony burrascano, o.s.a., estíme frader (Pre-novice, vil), 

fr. Kevin dePrinZio, o.s.a. (director of vocations) and richie mercado (Pre-novice, chi).

(above left) fr. micKey genovese, o.s.a., reads Prayers for the dedication and blessing of blessed 

stePhen bellesini friary, conducted december 5, 2010.  

(above) the newly renovated blessed stePhen bellesini friary in ardmore, Pa, serves as the 

augustinian inter-Province Pre-novitiate and house of discernment. invited guests gathered for  

the dedication and blessing ceremony.
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TheOrdinationoftheFirst
NativeMissionariesofour
Vicariate in Peru  

PascualCordova(left)andJoseManuel
Vizcara(right)standbelowtheBasilica 
ofSt.AugustineinAnaba,Algeria,where
theyserveasmissionariespromoting 
inter-religiousdialogue.Annabawas 
formerlynamedHippoandisthecity

NewPriorProvincial
TravelstoAsia
PriorProvincialAnthonyM.Genovese,
O.S.A.,attendedtheIntermediateGeneral
ChapterofAugustinianProvincials,held
inthePhilippines,inSeptember2010.
ThiswasthefirsttimeanAugustinian
ChapterwasheldinAsia.Fr.Mickey’s
travelsalsoincludedavisittoSeoul,
Korea,wheretheAugustinianscelebrated
the25thAnniversaryoftheProvincein
Korea,aswellasavisittotheVicariate 
ofJapan.

Pictured above: Provincials of all the augustinian Provinces at the intermediate general chaPter in the PhiliPPines. fr. micKey is in the last row, 5th from 

the left. other familiar faces are fr. michael digregorio, o.s.a., (assistant for north american Provinces and vicar general), 1st row, 5th from the left, and 

fr. gus esPosito, o.s.a., (who attended as a translator) 2nd row, 2nd from the left.

the augustinian novitiate community with fr. jacK flynn, o.s.a., the newly aPPointed director of 

novices. toP row (l-to-r): br. bob schurman, o.s.a., michael hallman (novice-vil), fr. henry maibusch, 

o.s.a., fr. Kevin mullins, o.s.a., bottom row (l-to-r): richard young (novice-chi); fr. jacK, stePhen isley 

(novice-chi), fr.jerry Knies, o.s.a., and  bienvenido rodrigueZ (novice-vil)

whereSt.Augustinewasbishop.Jose
ManuelandPascualwerebothordained
lastyear:JoseManuelonJune12thin
theBasilicaofSt.Augustine;Pascualon
July24,2010inPeru.JoseManuelisthe
firstAugustiniantobeordainedinthe
Basilica,whichwasbuiltoveracentury
ago.PasqualandJoseManuelarethefirst
nativeMissionariesfromourAugustinian
VicariateinPeruandareasourceofgreat
graceforthewholechurchofChulucanas.



some of our new affiliates gather for a grouP Photo (l-to-r): john Quindlen, fr. john dellorusso, o.s.a., Pat odessa, Kathleen thomPson, fr. jacK deegan, o.s.a., 

john gallagher, fr. josePh mostardi, o.s.a., rose d’antonio, fr. micKey genovese, o.s.a., dr. josePh goldschmidt, joanne fabietti, fr. Paul galetto, o.s.a.,  

and agostino fabietti. affiliation to the order of saint augustine is bestowed uPon those who have Performed distinguished service to an augustinian community.

front row:  david Kiblinger, sarah jane engle, Kelly didomenico, brian strassburger.  

middle row:  fr. Kevin dePrinZio, o.s.a., fr. ronald hamaday, o.s.a., brian mccabe, david Karivalis,  

brandon orr, flannery o’connor, david Quintanilla, fr. josePh mostardi, o.s.a., PatricK didomenico

bacK row:  jacob smejKal, miles forKs, alexander PiratZKy, christoPher engelhart, christoPher gough, 

fr. josePh, farrell, o.s.a., brian honicK, br. craig mcmahon, o.s.a., andrew sliKe, fr. brian lowery, o.s.a., 

andrew Pagliaria, brendan towell.
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AffiliationJune2010
JoyfilledtheSt.ThomasofVillanova

churchassixteenfaithfulfriendsofthe
AugustinianOrderweregrantedaffiliation
totheOrderbythePriorGeneral.The
AffiliatesareDr.DanielandMarguerite
Coleman,RoseD’Antonio,Agostinoand
JoanneFabietti,JohnGallagher,Margaret
Gallagher,Dr.JosephGoldschmidt,
ShirleyHillyer,GeorgeMarble,John
McDonough,Jr.,RobertandCarol
McKiernan,Patricia(Pat)Odessa,John
Quindlen,Sr.MarieRudegeair,SSJ,and
KathleenThompson.

Augustinian Youth 

Encounter 2010

FromAugust9-15,theProvince 

ofSt.JohnStone(England/Scotland)
hostedthe10thinternationalAugustinian
YouthEncounter.Theeventbrought
together250youth,youngadults,friars
andsistersfromAugustinianschools
andparishesaroundtheworld.Students
fromSt.Augustine’sPrepandVillanova
Universitywerepartofagroupof 
twenty-fourpeoplefromtheProvince
ofSt.ThomasofVillanova,oneofthe
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largestgroupsinattendance.Intotal,
eighteencountriesfromsixdifferent
continentswererepresented.Eachday
adifferentcountryledtheMassand
prayersession,featuringsongsandprayers
intheirnativelanguage.Oneofthe
highlightsoftheeventwasadaytripto
ClarePriory,establishedin1248asthe
firstAugustinianhouseintheEnglish-
speakingworld.Heldevery2-3years,the
nextAugustinianYouthEncounterwillbe
inBuenosAires,Argentinain2013.

 

BookNews
Spiritual and Psychological Aspects 

of Illnessisanewministryresource
comprisedoftwentyessayswrittenby
expertsonthetheological,psychological
andpersonaldimensionsofloss,dyingand
death.What’stheO.S.A.connection?Neil
McGettigan,O.S.A.,co-editedthebook
withBeverlyMusgraveandbothFr.Neil
andFr.JohnShea,O.S.A.,haveessays 
inthebook.PublishedbyPaulistPress, 
andreleasedinJuneof2010,thebook 
isavailableonline.

George Lawless, O.S.A. pens 

the forward in a new book, Four 

Faces of Anger by Gertrude Gillette, 

O.S.B. Angerisexaminedthroughthe
viewsoffourancientauthors:Seneca,
EvagriusPonticus,CassianandAugustine.
WhileAugustinewrotemuchonanger
aspreventinggrowthincommunity,
thefocushereisonthetolltheviceof
angertakesonspiritualgrowthinour
relationshipwithGod.(UniversityPress
ofAmerica,Inc.,Lanham,MD20706).
Availableonline.

Stay on top of news and events  

from the Augustinian world – sign  

up for Augustinian eNews at  

www.augustinian.org.

Historic16-BellCarillon
RestoredatSt.Maryof
theAssumptionChurch,
Lawrence,MA

Foradecade,sinceitwashitbya
lightningstrike,thehistoric16-bellcarillon
atSt.MaryoftheAssumptionChurch
inLawrence,MA,hadbeensilent.The
16bronzebellswerebuiltbyWilliam
BlakeofBoston,whoapprenticedfor
PaulRevere.OnSunday,October18th,
ataMasswhereover3000werepacked
intothepews,CardinalSeánO’Malley,
O.F.M.Cap.,ofBoston,blessedthe
restoredbells.CardinalO’Malley
preached at the Mass and praised Fr. 

JorgeReyes,O.S.A.,andtheAugustinians
fortheworktheydoministeringtothe
HispanicpopulationinLawrence.The
bells,whichhaveahigh-techsystem,
canplayover2000tunes,including
traditionalhymnssuchas“AveMaria”
and“TantumErgo”andthethemefrom
the1945film,“TheBellsofSt.Mary’s.”
Thesystemwillbeprogrammedto
sound“TheAngelus”threetimesaday.
Fundsfortherestorationwerejointly
raisedbyparishionersandanoutside
group.CardinalO’Malleywasscheduled
tobeatSt.Mary’sinhonorofthe
20thanniversaryofLaVozCatólica,a
Spanish-language,Catholicradiostation,
forwhichFr.Reyesservesasspiritual
director.Thenewsoftherestorationwas
coveredinanarticleintheBostonGlobe
andCardinalO’Malleynotedhisvisitto
St.Mary’sChurchandtheblessingofthe
bellsinhisweeklyblog.

 

 
ALovingTribute

Fr.TomDwyer,O.S.A.,washonored
byhisstaff,students,friendsandtheU.S.
Consulateasheended52yearsofservice
inJapan.

OnMay2,2010,300peoplegathered
tohonorFr.TomDwyerasheprepared
toretiretotheU.S.after52yearsin
Fukuoka,Nagasaki,TokyoandNagoya.
Thegroup,manyofwhommetFr.Tom
duringhis26yearsasprincipalofthe
Augustiniankindergartenprogramin
Fukuoka,preparedafestiveandloving
event to honor his service. The group 

performedanoriginalsongabouthim,
actedoutscenesfromhisfavoritemovies,
andshowedaslideshowofhislife,setto
thethemesongof“Rocky.”ConsulMark
S.Dieker,whowasinvitedtospeakatthe
dinner,presentedFr.Tomwithacitation
forhisservicetothechildrenofatomic
bombvictims,thehomeless,special-needs
childrenandforeign-bornworkersinJapan.

get the augustinian delivered  
to your home!

ToreceivetheAugustinianbymail,  
pleasee-mailyouraddresstousat  
communications@augustinian.org or  

write to:  

The Augustinian  

P.O.Box340  
Villanova,PA19085  

Thereisnochargeforsubscribing.
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KeePing tracK

Following the vow of obedience,  

friars find themselves called to  

where they are needed. Each issue of  

The Augustinian hopes to connect you 

with some familiar faces as we provide 

brief updates on friars serving throughout 

the Province. Watch here to track down 

that old classmate, pastor, chemistry 

teacher, chaplain, philosophy professor, 

co-worker or friend.

KeePing tracK

JohnR.Flynn,O.S.A.
Ordained in 

1971,Fr.Jack
Flynn’sministries
haveincluded
formationwork
forSt.Thomas
Province at Good 

CounselNovitiate
inNewHamburg,

NYandatAugustinianCollegein
Washington,D.C.Hisassignments
alsoincludedworkintheeducational
apostolate,teachingatVillanovaand
Merrimack,aswellasparishassignments
inMassachusettsandFlorida.While
inFlorida,healsoworkedinHispanic
ministry.Fr.JackservedasProvince
SecretaryunderFr.DonaldReilly 
(2002–2010).Havingcomefullcircle,
Fr.Jackisonceagainassignedto
formationwork,servingasDirectorof
NovicesattheInter-ProvincialNovitiate
in Racine Wisconsin.

JosephH.Getz,O.S.A.
Ordained in 

1951,Fr.Joseph
J.Getzbeganhis
priestlyministry
information
work,servingas
sub-masteratSt.
Mary’shalland
the novitiate. 

Fr.Joehasservedmanyyearsinparish
ministry;hisassignmentshaveincluded
parishesinNewYorkCity(St.Nicholas
ofTolentine,Jamaica),upstateNY(St.
Patrick,Cambridge;Assumption/St.
Paul,Mechanicville),Philadelphia(St.
Augustine)anditssuburbs(OurMother
ofGoodCounsel,BrynMawr;St.Denis,
Havertown).From1982–1993,Fr.Joe
directedthehealthcareprogramforthe
ProvinceofSt.Thomas.Hemostrecently
servedatSt.AugustineParishinTroy,
NY.Fr.JoenowresidesatSt.Thomas
Monastery,Villanova,PA.

JosephL.Narog,O.S.A.
Priortojoining

theAugustinians,
Fr.JosephNarog
earned a B.A. 

inInternational
RelationsatSt.
Joseph’sUniversity
(1981)andanM.A.
inForeignAffairs

attheUniversityofVirginia(1983).Fr.
Joespent15yearsworkingfortheFederal
Government,includingaposition 
asmanageroftheCounterterrorism
TrainingProgram.In1998,Fr.Joejoined
theAugustiniansinWashington,D.C.
where he studied and earned a Master’s 

ofDivinityfromWashingtonTheological
Union.FollowinghisordinationinJune
2005,hetaughtandwaschaplainat
MonsignorBonnerHighSchoolinDrexel
Hill,PA.HisnextassignmentwastoSt.
AugustineParish,Andover,MA,wherehe
servedasAssociatePastor.Fr.Joeisnow
PastoratSt.ThomasofVillanovaParish.

RobertP.Terranova,O.S.A.
Fr.Bobhas

hadalong
association with 

theAugustinians,
having attended 

St. Denis Grade 

School,Monsignor
Bonner High 

Schooland
VillanovaUniversity.Hewasordainedin
1973.Hisfirstassignmentwasteaching

atArchbishopCarrollHighSchoolin
Washington,D.C.Hisparishministry
hasincludedOurLadyofGoodCounsel,
StatenIsland,NY;HolyRosaryin
Lawrence,MA;andSt.Nicholasof
Tolentine,Bronx,NY.Fr.Bobhad
previouslyservedinthemissioninPeru
forseveralyears,afterwhichhereturned
toSt.Nick’sintheBronxfornearlyseven
years.Fr.Bobisnowservingthemissions
again,thistimeinSouthAfrica.

TO CONTACT FR. FLYNN:

AugustinianNovitiateCommunity
4339DouglasAvenue
Racine,WI53402-2956

TO CONTACT FR. GETZ:

St.ThomasMonastery
800 E. Lancaster Avenue

VillanovaUniversity
Villanova,PA19085-1687

TO CONTACT FR. NAROG:

St.ThomasofVillanova
1229W.LancasterAvenue
Rosemont,PA19010-2727

TO CONTACT FR. TERRANOVA:

SaintRitaofCascia
8WarwickshireCrescent
P.O.Box41
Botha’sHill3660
KwaZuluNatal
SouthAfrica
www.kloofcatholic.org.za
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ROBERT F. 

ANDREWS,O.S.A.
born:3/25/1929
first Profession:9/10/1948
ordained: 6/4/1955
died:8/15/2010

Fr.Andrews’priestlyministriesincluded
serviceinschoolsandparishes.His
assignmentsincludedMsgr.BonnerHigh
School,DrexelHill,PA;Augustinian
Academy,StatenIsland,NY;Archbishop
CarrollHighSchool,Washington,D.C. 
HeservedasPrincipalatSt.Nicholasof
TolentineHighSchool,BronxandPrior
oftheAugustinianCollegiateSeminary,
Villanova.Parishassignmentsincluded
St.NicholasofTolentine,Bronx;St.
NicholasofTolentine,Jamaica,Long
Island;St.Augustine,Castleberry,FL;St.
Denis,Havertown,PAandOurLadyof
GoodCounsel,StatenIsland,NY.Heis
rememberedfondlybymanyofhisstudents 
asateacherwhoinstilledthedesiretolearn
and as a mentor who showed compassion.

JOHNR.
HAVENER,O.S.A.
born:8/3/1928
first Profession:9/10/1950
ordained: 6/4/1955
died:6/1/2010

Fr.Havenerspentthemajorityof
hispriestlyministryineducation.After
ordination,hestudiedatCatholic
University,receivinghisdegreeinPhysics.
HisfirstassignmentwastoMsgr.Bonner
HighSchool,DrexelHill,PA.Healso

RAYMOND E. 

GEISSER,O.S.A.
born:2/1/1925
first Profession:9/10/1955
ordained: 6/4/1960
died:4/6/2010

Fr.GeisserwasanArmyveteranwho
hadsurvivedthe1944D-Dayinvasion.
Afterhisordination,Fr.Ray’sministry
wasdevotedtotheeducationalapostolate.
HisfirstassignmentwastoVillanova
University,wherehetaughttheology
andengineering,andservedasAssistant
DirectorofAdmissions.Later,hewas
assignedtoBiscayneCollege(nowSt.
ThomasUniversity),Miami,wherehe
taughtandservedasastudentadvisor,
RegistrarandDirectorofAdmissions
duringhis34yearsthere.Hewaswell
knownandappreciatedbystudents,faculty
andstaffforhisservicetoBiscayne.

STANLEY C.  

SMITH,O.S.A.
born:2/9/1935
first Profession:9/10/1953 

ordained: 12/17/1960
died:1/1/2010

Fr.Smithtaughtforseveralyears
atArchbishopCarrollHighSchoolin
Washington,D.C.,butthemajorityof
hispriestlyministrywasinparishes.His
parochialassignmentsincludedSt.Joseph,
Greenwich,NY;Assumption,St.Augustine
andSt.MaryParishesinLawrence,MA
aswellasSt.AugustineParish,Andover,
MAwherehehadbeenbaptizedand
attendedelementaryschool.Withdegrees
inphilosophyandtheology,Fr.Stanin
lateryearsdevotedhisstudiestomatters
concerningspiritualityinthesecondhalf
oflife.Hewasanadvocateamonghis
brothersforrecognizingandappreciating
thewisdomoftheelderfriars.

in Paradisum

The following friars were  

called home to God. You can  

read full biographies of these 

Augustinians, and post your own 

reflections or favorite memory,  

online at www.augustinian.org

taughtatMerrimackCollege,North
Andover,MA;AugustinianAcademy,
StatenIsland,NYandMalvernPrep,
Malvern,PA.Ahighlyqualifiedteacher,
hemodernizedthePhysicsDepartments
attheschoolswhereheserved.Fr.“Riley”
alsoservedatSt.Mary’s,Waterford,NY
andwaschaplaintotheVillaMariaHouse 

ofStudies,Immaculata,PA.



develoPment council

The Province’s Development Council  

works tirelessly to advise and assist  

the Augustinians in raising awareness  

and funds to support the many good  

works of the friars. The Province  

is indebted to all who serve on the 

Development Council:

AnthonyM.Genovese,O.S.A.,Prior Provincial 

CharlesP.Connolly,Jr.,Chairman 

NatalieAgraz,Director of Development 

ClaudiaPiccirilli,Co-Chair, Augustinian Fund 

AnthonyDellomo, Co-Chair, Augustinian Fund

FritzJ.Cerullo,O.S.A.
JamesDelaney
BasilDiSipio
RaymondFalzone
Peter Federico

BradleyMacDonald
AnthonyMadrigale
MaryEllenMaggitti
WilliamMahoney
JamesJ.McCartney,O.S.A.
William“Tip”O’Neill,Jr.
JamesO’Connor
MichaelPicotte 

DonaldF.Reilly,O.S.A. 
RobertSaldutti
SusanWojtas

honorary develoPment  

council members

WilliamHallissey 

GaryHolloway,Sr.

The Augustinian Fund

TokickoffthefifthyearoftheAugustinianFund,aGalaevent
washeldattheConnellyCenteronthecampusofVillanova
University.Thecenterpieceoftheeveningwastheprivate
premiereof“God’sFootSoldiers,”apiecedonebyThe Visionaries,
aPublicTelevisionseries,initssixteenthseason.HostedbySam
WaterstonofLaw & Order,theseriesdocumentsrarelytoldstories
ofnonprofitorganizationsthatworktomakeapositivedifference
intheircommunitiesandbeyond.Thisspecialeventwashosted
byFr.MickeyGenovese,O.S.A.,PriorProvincialandFr.Don
Reilly,O.S.A.ThedocumentarywasunderwrittenbyHalloran
PhilanthropiesandbythelawfirmofLavin,O’Neil,Ricci, 
Cedrone&DiSipio.

Morethan250peoplewereinattendance.Theco-chairsof 
thisyear’sfundareClaudiaPiccirilliandAnthonyDellomo.

Mr.andMrs.JohnHorstmannwithPriorProvincial,Fr.Mickey
Genovese,O.S.A.,atthekickoffofthe5thAugustinianFundEvent.

KayandHarryHalloranatthepremiereof“God’sFootSoldiers,” 
thePublicTelevisiondocumentaryontheworkoftheAugustinians.
ThepiecewasunderwrittenbyHalloranPhilanthropiesincollabora-

tionwiththelawfirmofLavin,O’Neil,Ricci,Cedrone&DiSipio.

BillandMaryDiSipio.BillisamemberoftheDevelopmentCouncil
andistheManagingPartnerofLavin,O’Neil,Ricci,Cedrone&
DiSipio,underwritersof“God’sFootSoldiers.”



To obtain a copy please visit us online at www.augustinianfund.org  

and click on, augustinian store. The DVD is free of charge,  

while supplies last, but there is a $5.00 fee for shipping and handling. 

Or you may contact the Development Office directly at 610.527.3330  

ext. 221 or write to: natalie.agraz@augustinian.org  

or 214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085. 

God’sFootSoldiers 

is the compelling story of the Augustinians  
and the impact their presence has on our world.  

It is a perfect piece to be used for schools,  
youth groups or parish gatherings. 
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AugustinianMasscardsarespiritualgifts 
thatallowlovedonesandfriendstoshare 
intheMassesandPrayersofferedbythe 
AugustiniansintheProvinceof St.Thomas 
of Villanova.

Ourbeautifullydesignedcardscanbe 
usedinsympathyorincelebrationof a 
birthdayoranniversary.Donationsreceived 
fortheenrollmentbenefitthecareof elderly 
friarsandthetrainingof futureAugustinians.

to order:  fillouttheonlineformat 
www.augustinian.org,orcallusat1-800-480-9962. 

Please note that we will send the Mass cards  

directly to you, for you to fill out and give to the recipient.

Order Augustinian Mass Cards online 
at the new www.augustinian.org!


