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Development CounCil

The Province’s Development Council  

works tirelessly to advise and assist  

the Augustinians in raising awareness  

and funds to support the many good  

works of the friars. The Province  

is indebted to all who serve on the 

Development Council:

Anthony M. Genovese, O.S.A., Prior Provincial 

Charles P. Connolly, Jr., Chairman 

Mario R. Dickerson, Director of Development 

James O’Connor, Co-Chair, Annual Appeal

Basil DiSpipio, Co-Chair, Annual Appeal 

Richard E. Devine, Jr.

Anthony Dellomo

Raymond Falzone

Peter Federico

Anthony Madrigale

Mary Ellen Maggitti

William Mahoney

William “Tip” O’Neill, Jr. 

Claudia Piccirilli

Michael Picotte 

Jonathan Poling 

Eric Quisenberry

Robert Saldutti 

Margaret (Meg) Sheetz

James H. Stewart

honorary Development  

CounCil members

William Hallissey 

Gary Holloway, Sr.

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY, SERVICE  

AND SPIRITUALITY P. 3
Now in its thirteenth year, the program known as the 

Augustinian Volunteers went through some growing 

pains, from its rocky inception under Fr. Ray Jackson, 

O.S.A.; through its growth and expansion under  

Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A. and transition to lay leadership 

under April Gagne, and finally to the present team of  

lay leaders under Patrick DiDomenico, the current direc-

tor. The program that has evolved into the Augustinian 

Volunteers takes its direction from Augustinian values 

that are core to the program: Community, Service  

and Spirituality.

COMMUNITIES WHERE VOLUNTEERS LIVE  

AND SERVE P. 8
Augustinian Volunteers are located near a community 

of Augustinian Friars, where they can share in the 

community life of the Friars, including occasional meals 

and prayers, while they are engaged in their service year. 

Domestic Augustinian Volunteers are located in sites 

including San Diego and Ventura (California); Chicago 

(Illinois); Lawrence (Massachusetts) and Philadelphia 

(Pennsylvania). International Volunteer communities 

are located in Chulucanas (Peru) and Durban (South 

Africa). Learn about the communities where Augustinian 

Volunteers live and serve.

AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS: ALUMNI  

STORIES P. 16
Experiences during the Augustinian Volunteer year can 

have wide-ranging impact that serve to transform these 

young people. These transformations can be sudden, 

complement a chosen path or be a conduit to a life of 

on-going service. Read three stories of the Augustinian 

Volunteer Alumni and the influence their service year  

had on each of them.
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on the Cover 

Augustinian Volunteers for the 2012-2013 

service year, gather at Old St. Augustine 

Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania–the 

Augustinians’ first foundation in America.

Cover photo and principal photography by 

Bryan Smith. Additional photography by 

Teddie Gallagher, Patrick DiDomenico, 

Hannah Kunberger, the Augustinian 

Volunteers and Burns Photography. Special 

thanks to Shannon Keough for gathering 

the photos used for the service sites; also the 

staff of the Augustinian Archives, Fr. John J. 

Sheridan, O.S.A. and June Weiland. 

The spirit to make a difference.
The Augustinian Fund

help us reaCh our goal!  
Donate to the 2012-2013 fisCal 
year Campaign! 

•  Use the Envelope in this magazine at page 12 to send your check 

to the Augustinian Fund

•  Go to www.AugustinianFund.org to donate online by credit card  

Vocations/Formation

augustinian Volunteers

Foreign missions in Japan  

and peru

Justice and peacecare oF the sick and elderly

The Augustinian Volunteer Program:
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prior provinCial

LETTER FROM THE

letter from the prior provinCial

Dear Friends,

The cover of the Spring/Summer issue of the The Augustinian has a picture of Augustinian 

Volunteers for the year 2012-2013. This is the thirteenth year of the Volunteer Program’s 

existence and we thought it was time to share with you the history, the communities and the 

service sites where these wonderful people share their gifts and talents. It is fitting that the 

Volunteers are pictured on the steps of Old St. Augustine’s altar in Philadelphia. This is the 

church that Matthew Carr, O.S.A., began to raise money for and later started to build, not 

long after arriving from Dublin, Ireland in 1796. The church opened in 1801 and was the first 

Augustinian foundation in America.  

The birth of the Augustinian Volunteers was not an easy one, starting with the work of Fr. 

Ray Jackson, O.S.A., and nurtured by Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A. Yes, Fr. Joe did feed every 

Volunteer at one time or another with his Italian cuisine. The transition to lay leadership in the 

person of April Gagne and now Patrick DiDomenico has worked very well. Hannah Kunberger 

and Shannon Keough partner with Pat visiting our Volunteer communities and arranging the 

orientation and retreats for the new Volunteers each year. I thank Pat’s wife, Amy, for without  

her loving support Pat could not do what he is doing.   

In News and Notes you will see that Craig M. McMahon, O.S.A., was ordained to the 

diaconate on January 13, 2013 at St. Rita’s Church in Chicago with three other Augustinians 

and a Redemptorist. Each Augustinian Province in the United States had a friar ordained that 

day. Also, the Vicariate of the Augustinian Martyrs of Japan had John Futoshi Matsuo profess his 

first vows on February 11, 2013 at Saint Augustine Sasaoka Church in Fukuoka. Please keep our 

brothers in your prayers.

On a sad note, I recently traveled to Durban, South Africa and while there, Fr. Frank Doyle, 

O.S.A., and I met with the Cardinal Archbishop of Durban and during our meeting informed him 

that we had to leave our Mission to South Africa. Both of our men there have health issues and 

it is time for them to return to the United States. Consequently, as of this June 2013 we will be 

relinquishing the parish back to the Archdiocese and after the South Africa Augustinian Volunteer 

Community finishes their year, we will end our presence in Durban.  

 The people of South Africa have been warm and loving to our men and our Augustinian 

Volunteers. We have embraced the African philosophy of ubuntu, that a person is only a person 

through another person and we will never forget the songs, the beauty and the spirit of the African 

people. We were invited to South Africa to demonstrate community, service and spirituality and 

our men and our Volunteers have certainly accomplished that mission. Please keep Fr. Frank, Fr. 

Jack and the people of Durban and the Valley of a Thousand Hills in your prayers. Bless you all.
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COMMUNITY, SERVICE       SPIRITUALITY

On February 6, 1996 Fr. Ray Jackson, 

O.S.A., wrote a letter to Fr. Jack Deegan, 

O.S.A., then prior provincial of the 

Province of St. Thomas of Villanova, 

saying, “It is with great reluctance that 

I ask that we discontinue our efforts on 

behalf of the Augustinian Volunteers. In 

spite of many hours of recruiting work, 

including attendance at workshops, 

participation in meetings of the Catholic 

Network of Volunteers…and the outlay 

of several thousand dollars, little has been 

achieved in attracting volunteers to our 

doorstep…I’m sure that God blessed our 

work, for it was undertaken in a spirit of 

service to the Church and the Order.  

More adventure ahead.”

Despite Fr. Ray’s letter, he continued 

to work tirelessly to create a Province-

sponsored Augustinian Volunteer program, 

where recent Catholic college graduates 

ages 22-29 could volunteer for a year-long 

service opportunity. Fr. Joe Mostardi, 

O.S.A., then pastor of Our Lady of Good 

Counsel, Staten Island, N.Y., volunteered 

to host Augustinian Volunteers as part  

of their community, but no volunteers  

had signed up—and the program was  

still evolving. 

Then, unexpectedly, on June 5, 1997,  

Fr. Owen “Ray” Jackson, O.S.A., known 

for his passionate work for those in need, 

was dead, five weeks after being diagnosed 

with a brain tumor. 

Fr. Ray’s sudden death left a need 

for someone to take over the process 

of creating an Augustinian Volunteer 

program. Fr. Joe Mostardi had filled out 

a card at the 1994 Provincial Chapter 

indicating he would like to work full time 

directing a lay volunteer program. Not  

long after Fr. Ray’s death, he received 

a call from Fr. Deegan, asking him if he 

would take on the leadership in continuing 

the dream to start the Augustinian 

Volunteer program. 

Fr. Joe said yes, relinquished his job 

as pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Parish on Staten Island, N.Y., and 

continued to lay the groundwork for what 

is today, the extremely successful and awe-

inspiring Augustinian Volunteer program.

the augustinian Volunteer program

the power oF 

By teddie gallagher
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“ When April moved on i WAnted to  

bring something neW to the progrAm.” 

 
This year Pat expanded the program when he opened 

a new site in Ventura, California, and reopened the 

Philadelphia site. 

“I do see the leadership staying in a lay person’s hands 

for the foreseeable future and I think that’s important. 

It’s important to have the Augustinian connection and 

to have Augustinians involved. At the same time, it is also a statement to people on 

the outside who are looking in that there are lay people who are taking interest in 

these types of programs that in the past would have been staffed by a religious order; 

that there are people who are in Church leadership to continue it. Vocations have 

diminished over the years. To have people step up to lead programs like this is the 

only way it will continue. You also want to keep the leadership of a program like  

this relatively young, to be able to communicate and be able to identify with the  

men and women who are coming into the program.”

What is the value that the Augustinian Volunteer program brings to the Volunteers 

and the world? “Community, that feeling of community, that feeling of hospitality 

that the Augustinians do really well. They make the Volunteers feel really welcomed. 

When our Volunteers are living in community with their peers, it’s something 

that most people don’t get to experience—when you’re responsible to each other, 

when you’re accountable to each other. It’s the support system that’s there—that’s 

something the Volunteers really miss when they move on. But they are able to take 

what they have learned in community and build community outside of the walls of 

the Augustinian Volunteers. Build community in their parish life. Build community  

in whatever they are called to do; be married or not, or have a religious vocation. 

The biggest thing is that Volunteers are developing relationships and learning how  

to form strong relationships.” 

Pat, who married fellow Augustinian Volunteer Amy Phelps in 2008, goes on to 

say: “We always talk about our tenets of the program being ‘Community, Service  

and Spirituality.’ Even from my own experience, knowing how my marriage has  

gone, really the basis of it all is ‘Community, Service and Spirituality.’”

Fr. Joe formed a small group consisting 

of Fr. Art Johnson, O.S.A., Barbara 

Haenn, then a member of Villanova’s 

Campus Ministry staff, and Fr. Jorge Reyes, 

O.S.A., to set the philosophy of what the 

program would be and what it would not 

be. It had from the start been envisioned 

that, first and foremost, the sites where 

Augustinian Volunteers would serve and 

live in community would be near a local 

Augustinian Community, so Volunteers 

would have opportunities to take part 

in meals and prayers with the friars. In 

addition to the East Coast site in the Bronx, 

New York, Fr. Joe thought a West Coast 

site would attract potential volunteers from 

Villanova and Merrimack, so he set up a 

site in San Diego, where friars from the 

Province of Saint Augustine could serve 

as site supervisors and counselors to the 

Volunteers. Next, the goal of the program 

was to create an opportunity for service to 

the community and, even more importantly, 

a program for formation of laity and not 

a program to attract vocations —although 

vocations would be readily welcomed if 

a Volunteer heard the “call.” Lastly, the 

program was formed to initially be staffed 

and directed by Fr. Joe, but ultimately, and 

ideally, the program would have friars on its 

Advisory Board, but be staffed and directed 

by members of the laity.

Somehow, through grace and faith, and 

the attraction to the Augustinian charism of 

life in community, 2000-2001 was the first 

year the program was in action with ten 

Augustinian Volunteers signed up!

Fr. Joe sees the attraction to the 

Augustinian Volunteers as a part of the 

legacy of St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo: 

“The Augustinian Volunteer program 

supports the concept that we are all born 

with a restless heart and that our hearts are 

not going to be satisfied until they rest in 

God—and that service is one of the ways 

that we can satisfy our restless yearnings to 

reach beyond ourselves to be better people.”

Fr. Joe was the director for the first 

eight years of the program. He rented the 

places where the Volunteers stayed, bought 

furniture, hauled mattresses, worked to 

“ i received A lot of positive feedbAck  
from volunteers right After 
orientAtion About hoW they felt  
they Were AlreAdy A community.” 

“ There were a few volunteers who had been in other 

programs, like the Jesuit Volunteers, but they noted  

how different they felt as an Augustinian Volunteer 

because they were connected to the Augustinians  

and to each other. 

There is a lot more focus placed on the Volunteers themselves because if you 

can help to form the minds and hearts of the Volunteers in a way that they take 

this experience with them throughout their lives, they are going to bring that into 

whatever communities they enter.” 

set up work sites for the Volunteers, lent 

spiritual direction and, oh yes, he cooked 

homemade meals for the Volunteers 

whenever he was with them. 

The program developed, adding more 

domestic sites in Illinois, Massachusetts, 

New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and, in 2002, 

Fr. Joe saw an opportunity to begin an 

international program to serve in Peru  

and eventually in South Africa in 2005, 

where friars served at mission locations. 

By 2008 Fr. Joe, who had become pastor 

at Old St. Augustine’s, Philadelphia, Pa. 

in 2004, went on sabbatical and April 

Gagne, who had not only served as a 

Volunteer in 2000 and 2001, but worked as 

associate director of the program, assumed 

the leadership role as director of the 

Augustinian Volunteers.

mr. anD mrs. patriCK DiDomeniCo. pat anD amy met 

as volunteers in 2004 anD they both serveD in 

south afriCa in 2005. they marrieD in 2008.  

hannah Kunberger anD shannon Keough partner 

with pat to leaD orientations anD retreats anD 

travel to the Communities to lenD support anD 

guiDanCe. 

2005: pat in south afriCa

director, patrick didomenico

Former director, april gagne

fr. joe Keeps a ConneCtion to the volunteers through his Culinary sKills, CooKing anD baKing gourmet fooDs During orientation anD retreats. fr. joe is 

piCtureD here with the international volunteers on their reentry retreat in oCean City, n.j.

Today, the program that almost 

wasn’t is alive with youthful community, 

enthusiastic service and shared spirituality. 

Now in its thirteenth year, the 2012-2013 

Augustinian Volunteer program, led by 

Pat DiDomenico, and a small team of 

committed lay staff, Hannah Kunberger 

and Shannon Keough, are getting over 

100 applications for 28 spots, a testament 

to the work of Fr. Ray Jackson, O.S.A., 

Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A., and Fr. Jack 

Deegan, O.S.A., who did not give up on 

the program. 

April’s tenure ended in 2011, when she 

left to pursue a masters degree in Pastoral 

Counseling. Patrick DiDomenico, who 

served as a Volunteer in 2004 in San 

Diego and 2005 in South Africa, and was 

associate director under April, assumed the 

directorship of the Augustinian Volunteers 

for the 2011-2012 Volunteer year. 
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The staff of the Augustinian Volunteers places a medal of St. Augustine on each person. 

aBout the program

The program is open to recent college 

graduates, with early acceptance beginning 

in February. Application information, 

details and FAQs about all aspects of  

the application process are online at  

www.osavols.org, which can also be 

reached through www.augustinian.org.  

Communities and service sites are 

described in this issue on pages 8-15.

The Augustinian Volunteer year 

starts with a eight-day orientation in 

Philadelphia, Pa., where Volunteers 

are asked to write and share their faith 

journeys, followed by a Commissioning 

Mass where each Volunteer publicly 

proclaims his or her commitment  

statement in front of peers, the friars, 

family and friends. 

There are two types of Volunteers: 

Domestic and International. Because the 

International sites are below the equator, 

their school terms vary and so does the 

timing of international service. 

The Domestic Volunteers leave for their 

assignments in late August and work on site 

until June of the next year. International 

Volunteers leave in January and return in 

mid-December.  

There is a mid-year retreat for Domestic 

Volunteers in Ocean City, N.J., where 

Volunteers can join their larger community 

and discuss their feelings about the year 

and their journey thus far. Fr. Joe is on 

hand to cook, bake and join the Volunteers 

for their meals. 

The Domestic and International years 

end with a Mass of Thanksgiving and 

retreat where Volunteers share their 

intimate stories and reflections on the year 

with everyone in the room. The stories are 

not always easy and the session is closed 

to all outsiders so as not to inhibit the 

Volunteers from speaking from their hearts 

and souls with those coming out of the 

same experience. 

April Gagne put it this way: “For me, 

one of the most impactful things about 

being director was at the end of the year 

when we ask the Volunteers to share their 

stories of their year. Inevitably, it was all 

about relationships and less about things 

they had accomplished; more about 

building their relationships with their 

communities and the people who they 

served and how those relationships had 

changed them.” 

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men 

and women who wish to serve God’s people 

in partnership with the Augustinian Order 

and others. The service of the Volunteers 

is with established educational, social, and 

health programs, and varies according to the 

needs of the sponsoring site and the individual 

Volunteer. The experience of the Augustinian 

Volunteers is designed to facilitate a person’s 

desire to serve others. It is also focused on the 

Volunteer’s personal and spiritual development 

in the Augustinian tradition. By building and 

living in community with other Volunteers and 

forming relationships with local Augustinian 

Communities, the Volunteers’ lives are 

enriched, even as they enrich the lives  

of others.

I, Diana Giunta, commit myself to 

be an Augustinian Volunteer, to live 

a life in more perfect communion with 

Christ’s mission and humble service. 

I will give of myself to serve others 

in my community and service site, 

striving to grow and love. 
The Volunteers receive a special blessing from the prior provincial and friars. 

THE PROGRAM’S MISSION STATEMENT

the DomestiC volunteers gather in january for a miD-year retreat in oCean City, n.j.

the international volunteers with shannon, pat 

anD hannah taKe a breaK for a photo while on 

their reentry retreat. 

A lot of people 

tell of a love-hate 

relationship with 

Fr. Ray Jackson, 

O.S.A. 

When he died 

five weeks after 

a diagnosis of a 

brain tumor,  

many people spoke of his passion for his 

many causes.

“ Father Jackson could make you laugh, 

drive you crazy, tick you off, and make 

you laugh again quicker than anyone I 

have ever known. Young people were 

attracted to his steady and somewhat 

brusque spirituality. He might have always 

remained a Marine in clerical garb but 

he was a man of God and God was with 

him.” -Dan regan, phD. professor of 

philosophy, villanova university

The first reading at Fr. Ray’s  funeral 

was from Isaiah 61: “The spirit of the Lord 

is upon me because the Lord has anointed 

me.” Fr. Ray thought we were all anointed. 

His bumper sticker read, “If you want peace, 

work for justice.” And that’s what he did. He 

valued confrontation and he taught Villanova 

students, like actress Maria Bello, who says 

everyday he asked her and the class, “How 

are you going to serve?” 

Fr. Shawn Tracy, O.S.A., then head of 

Campus Ministry at Villanova, where Fr. Ray 

was on staff, was the homilist at Fr. Ray’s 

funeral and said, “There was a letter he 

wrote to the Pope once. The Pope got back  

to him, and the cardinal, the apostolic 

delegate and the provincial. After the affair 

was over, Ray’s only comment was, ‘If I knew 

they were all going to read it, I would have 

added a few more things to it.’”

Fr. Ray Jackson was known for 

co-founding Villanova University’s Peace  

and Justice Education and was renowned  

for promoting Hunger and Homeless 

Awareness Week at Villanova University  

(now in its 37th year, it has been renamed 

the Annual Father Ray Jackson’s Hunger  

and Homeless Awareness Week), among  

a multitude of other causes that served  

those in need. In the 2000-2001 academic 

year, an apartment building on the West 

Campus of Villanova was named Jackson  

Hall in honor of Fr. Ray, noting his  “voice  

for contemporary issues on the local, national 

and international levels.” 

owen raymond Jackson, o.s.a.  

(1933-1997)

Pat, Hannah and Shannon are now in 

their second year as leaders of the program 

and they spend an enormous amount of 

time going to the Volunteer communities to 

lend support, problem solve and pray with 

the Volunteers, who come together at least 

twice a week to intentionally pray together 

as a community. It is truly a year lived in 

community, service and spirituality.
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Holy Family School is a Catholic grade 

school located in the neighborhood of 

Linda Vista, a small diverse community 

in San Diego. Holy Family has a student 

population of roughly 125 children, serving 

grades K-8. The students and faculty form 

a very close-knit community from diverse 

ethnic, cultural, and socio-economic 

backgrounds. Augustinian Volunteers 

at Holy Family serve as the physical 

education instructor and the coordinator 

of the Extended Care program. The PE 

Volunteer teaches classes to grades K-8, 

assists in classrooms as an aide, and assists 

with the Extended Care program. The 

Extended Care Coordinator Volunteer 

runs the after-school program for children 

in grades K-8.

St. Augustine High School, also known 

as “Saints,” is an all-boys Catholic High 

School located in the neighborhood of 

North Park in San Diego. Roughly 700 

students make up this school community 

the san diego Volunteer 

community lives in the vibrant and 

diverse neighborhood of South Park. 

The Volunteers live in a two-story, three-

bedroom home just a couple of houses away 

from the local Augustinian Friar community. 

South Park is located about ten minutes 

from downtown San Diego. The Volunteers 

serve at a variety of sites in the San Diego 

area including three schools, a homeless 

shelter’s medical clinic, and a home for 

children in need located in Tijuana, Mexico. 

St. Patrick’s School is a Catholic 

grammar school connected with St. Patrick 

Church in San Diego, which is staffed 

by Augustinians. The student body is 

comprised of approximately 170 students 

in grades K-8 from mostly working- and 

middle-class backgrounds. Its warm and 

welcoming staff has a long history with 

the Volunteer program. The Augustinian 

Volunteer at St. Pat’s serves primarily  

as a physical education instructor for  

grades K-8, a computer instructor for 

grades 6-8, and as an assistant with the 

after-school program, which includes 

tutoring, coaching, and assisting with the 

Kindness in Community Service Club.  

The Volunteer also substitute teaches  

when needed. 

that focuses strongly on a sense of 

brotherhood and the teachings of St. 

Augustine. Campus Ministry at Saints 

focuses on creating fun and life-changing 

experiences through memorable retreats 

and service trips. The Augustinian 

Volunteer serves in the Campus Ministry 

Office with the director of campus ministry 

and the director of Christian service. The 

Volunteer assists with retreats, Christian 

service, liturgies, administrative tasks, and 

in any other way needed in the Campus 

Ministry Office and/or school. 

St. Vincent de Paul Village is a 

homeless shelter where people in need 

can find housing while completing various 

programs, including adult education, career 

counseling, and addiction rehabilitation. 

All programs aim to help people get back 

on a track towards permanent income and 

housing. The Village also includes a health 

clinic where residents can obtain dental 

and medical care. The Volunteer serves 

as a registered nurse in the clinic, helping 

to triage patients, running appointments 

for clients who need nursing care, assisting 

doctors who are doing procedures, and 

distributing medicine in the dispensary. 

The Volunteer also assists with the 

assertive community treatment program, 

which is a multidisciplinary approach for 

clients with a history of homelessness and 

mental illness. 

Hogar Infantil La Gloria is a home for 

Tijuana’s children in need, and houses 

approximately 40-50 children. These 

children, who range in age from 4 months 

to 14 years, have been abandoned or been 

rescued from situations of abuse or neglect 

and placed under the custody of the Mexican 

government. Hogar Infantil is responsible for 

providing for all of their needs, from shelter 

and medical care to education and social 

development. Their mission is to raise the 

children in a family atmosphere and to create 

for them a happy childhood. The Volunteer 

position consists of serving both in the home’s 

fundraising office in San Diego and at the 

home itself. In the San Diego office, the 

Volunteer receives and processes donations 

and assists with fundraising, grant writing, 

and expense tracking. At the children’s home 

in Tijuana, the Volunteer spends time in 

the baby room helping out the workers and 

playing with the infants and toddlers. The 

Volunteer also assists the older children with 

homework, and spends time playing with the 

younger kids and hanging out and talking 

with the older kids. This position is very 

much about a ministry of presence, letting 

the children know that the Volunteer wants 

to be there and enjoys spending time with 

them. Additionally, the Volunteer must be 

competent in conversational Spanish. 

st. pAtrick school

holy fAmily school

st. Augustine high school

st. vincent de pAul villAge

hogAr infAntil lA gloriA

sAn diego  
caliFornia

communities
WHERE VOLUNTEERS LIVE  &  SERVE     

Being a young 

female, walking 

through swarms 

of teenage boys 

everyday can be 

a bit intimidating. 

Before my year 

as an Augustinian 

Volunteer, I had 

minimal experience working with high-

school-aged kids, especially high school boys. 

So when I was placed at St. Augustine High 

School, an all-boys Catholic high school, I 

was apprehensive. I was sure they’d all think 

I was weird or not relatable. But in the past 

six or so months I have been at Saints, I 

have been warmly welcomed and love every 

day I spend here. 

Our office is constantly filled with kids, 

before school, between classes and during 

classes (high school boys go through a lot to 

try to skip class), at lunch, and after school. 

Understandably, it’s a hard environment 

to actually get real work done, due to the 

constant mass of boys who stand over me 

begging to use my printer to print last 

minute homework or to look up a “hilarious” 

YouTube video. While I have a handful 

of what I like to call “Campus Ministry 

Regulars,” the six or so students who are 

constantly there, a lot of other students 

occasionally stop by to “say hi,” aka get 

candy. Therefore, I get the whole range  

of the student body in my office. 

It’s these seemingly mundane 

conversations that I’ve enjoyed most about 

my job. Since I’m significantly younger 

than any other faculty and since I’m a 

female (there is an immediate apparent 

lack of females on our campus), the 

students tend to tell me a lot. I hear 

everything: from girlfriend drama, to 

what someone tweeted last night, to 

why they are grounded this weekend. 

Every conversation I have allows me 

to get to know them a little more. I 

love that they feel comfortable enough 

talking to me, and, even though I 

don’t always have advice, I hope a 

listening ear helps. I hope that my age 

can be relatable to them, although I 

frequently find myself saying cliché 

adult things, such as, “You’re never 

going to be able to get away with that 

in college!”

Although my job description only 

describes the seven retreats I plan 

throughout the year, my job is so 

much more than that. The everyday 

experiences I have there with students 

are the things I will remember most. 

I’ll remember the conversations I had 

and the relationships I formed. And I 

don’t think any job I have from now 

on will ever be as fun and absurd as 

working with teenage boys.  

Katie mCaloon
San Diego, Cal. 

2012-2013

Volunteers are required to write blog entries about their experiences as Augustinian Volunteers.  

These blogs can be found online at www.osavol.org. Selected blogs can also be found  

in some Augustinian magazine issues. Here’s a sample:

luCiano, Kelly, sarah, Katie, hannah anD artie
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the Ventura Volunteer 

community lives in the Midtown 

section of Ventura, California, in a one-

story, three-bedroom home about 25 

minutes away from the local Augustinian 

parish and an hour and a half away from 

Los Angeles. The Volunteers serve in three 

high schools focusing on campus ministry 

and service work, and a social services 

agency.

Villanova Preparatory School is an 

Augustinian Catholic co-ed boarding and 

day school nestled in the foothills of Ojai, 

California. Almost 300 students in grades 

9-12 attend school on this picturesque 

campus, and its small size cultivates a 

comfortable sense of community among 

both students and staff. The Volunteer 

serves as a campus ministry/student life 

assistant, working closely with Villanova 

Prep’s full-time campus minister to plan 

and execute retreats, service projects, 

liturgies, prayer services, and other faith-

based events on campus. The Volunteer 

also spends time talking with students, 

both in formal meetings and more casually 

during lunch and other breaks. 

Santa Clara High School is located in 

Oxnard, California, an urban city with a 

high Latin American and Pacific Islander 

population. It is a co-ed Catholic college 

preparatory high school that serves 300+ 

students in grades 9-12. Santa Clara 

High School was established in 1901 and 

is one of the oldest schools in Ventura 

County. The Volunteer serves as assistant 

director of campus ministry and director of 

volunteer programs during the academic 

school year. This job allows the Volunteer 

to work hands on in the creative process 

of student body Masses, prayer services, 

retreats and service opportunities in the 

Oxnard community. 

HELP of Ojai is a social services non-

profit located in Ojai, a close-knit suburban 

town 25 minutes north of Ventura. The 

Community Assistance Program, where 

the Volunteer will spend the first half of 

the year, provides basic needs and case 

management services for the homeless and 

low-income residents of the Ojai Valley. 

The Volunteer will spend the second half of 

the year in a position where he or she will 

learn about the logistics of the organization, 

ranging from fundraising and grant writing, 

to budgeting and financial planning for the 

next fiscal year.  

St. Bonaventure High School is a 

co-ed Catholic High School under the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles. With about 

700 students, the opportunities for the 

Volunteer, who primarily serves as the 

campus ministry and Christian service 

assistant, to get more involved are nearly 

endless. They range from attending 

exciting football games, to Habitat for 

Humanity projects, to substitute teaching 

in religion classes, to helping out with 

the largest club on campus, the Christian 

Fellowship of Athletes. There is never a 

lack of excitement or spiritual energy at  

St. Bonaventure. 

the chicago Volunteer 

community lives on the South Side of 

the city, in a neighborhood called Beverly. 

This neighborhood is about 30 minutes 

from downtown Chicago and has a more 

residential atmosphere. The Volunteers 

live in a typical South Side two-story, 

three-bedroom house in a predominantly 

Irish Catholic neighborhood that is 

extremely tight-knit and welcoming.  

The Volunteers in Chicago serve in  

schools and Catholic Charities. 

St. Margaret of Scotland School is 

an inner-city Catholic grammar school. 

There are approximately 200 students in 

grades pre-K-8. The student population 

is relatively small and each grade has 

only one class. As computer instructor, 

the Volunteer serves grades 1-8, creating 

a curriculum to teach basic computer 

knowledge such as typing and  

Microsoft Office. 

St. Rita of Casica High School is an 

all-boys Augustinian college preparatory 

school. St. Rita has a strong sense of 

community and bases its mission on the 

core values of Veritas, Unitas and Caritas 

(Truth, Unity and Love). There are over 

700 students in the school. The Volunteer 

serves primarily in the Campus Ministry 

Office. In that capacity, the Volunteer 

serves with students to interest and excite 

them about their faith, as well as to help 

them understand what it means to live by 

the core values that the school teaches. 

The Volunteer assists with retreats and 

helps to coordinate the school’s Christian 

Service program. 

St. Elizabeth School is an inner-city 

Catholic elementary school in Chicago, 

Illinois. The school serves grades pre-K-8 

and has been part of the local community 

villAnovA prep school

sAntA clArA high school

help of ojAi

st. bonAventure high school

st. mArgAret of scotlAnd school

st. ritA of cAsciA high school

for over 130 years. The student body is 

small at St. Elizabeth’s, as less than 200 

students attend the school. Each grade has 

only one class, but the pre-school makes up 

a significant portion of the student body, 

with over 30 students. The Volunteer 

serves primarily with the pre-school 

students, as an aide in class and in the  

after-school program.

Jadonal E. Ford Center is a Catholic 

Charities program that works with 

pregnant women and women with children 

under the age of one. The ages of clients 

range from teenagers to women in their 

40s who are dealing with unplanned 

pregnancies. This position works directly 

with clients by conducting home visits and 

completing intake records for new clients. 

The position involves paperwork and 

data entry, as it is a social work position 

in which the Volunteer is given similar 

responsibilities as other employees. 

jAdonAl e. ford center

st. eliZAbeth school

venturA
caliFornia

chicAgo
illinois

patriCK, sara, elise anD raChel brenDan, yara, jon anD Diana
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the lawrence Volunteer 

community 

Lawrence lies 45 minutes north of 

Boston. The city was the first organized 

industrial city in the United States, 

originally drawing significant populations 

of immigrant Irish and Italian workers. 

Today, the community is multi-cultural, 

with residents from Latin America, Central 

and South America, Puerto Rico, the 

Caribbean and Southeast Asia. This area 

is one of the poorest in Massachusetts, 

yet borders the affluent town of Andover. 

The close proximity of very different 

socio-economic populations offers a wide 

range of service and social opportunities. 

The Volunteers live in the second floor 

two-bedroom apartment of a two family 

home, located in the neighboring town of 

Methuen. The Volunteers in Lawrence all 

serve in local Catholic schools. 

Lawrence Catholic Academy (LCA) 

is a new conglomerate school of two 

local Catholic elementary schools. Pre-

K-8th grade students enjoy a traditional 

Catholic education in the inner-city area 

of Lawrence. LCA is a great community 

of teachers, students, and families, with 

support opportunities for the Volunteers 

interested in education or just looking 

the philadelphia Volunteer 

community lives in the historic Old 

City neighborhood of Philadelphia, in a 

two-bedroom apartment located above the 

Augustinian Defenders of the Rights of the 

Poor (ADROP) offices. It is just steps away 

from St. Augustine Parish, a few blocks 

from the Riverfront and Independence 

Hall and close to public transportation. 

Volunteers serve in a variety of agencies 

providing homeless, legal and educational 

services.

Augustinian Defenders of the Rights of 

the Poor (ADROP) is a not-for-profit public 

charity organization whose underlying 

principle is the preferential option for the 

poor. ADROP is dedicated to advocacy 

for and collaboration with the poor and 

powerless in our society. They look to 

identify the face of poverty, challenge the 

politics that perpetuate it, and seek to 

influence systematic change that could lead 

to the alleviation of poverty. The Volunteer 

serves as assistant coordinator for ADROP. 

The Volunteer facilitates ESL (English 

as a Second Language) classes, oversees 

mentoring and tutoring programs at a local 

Catholic school, and assists in a health 

clinic in South Philadelphia. In addition, 

the Volunteer organizes various programs 

for the community. 

for an original service experience. The 

school population is made up of about 450 

students from diverse backgrounds. The 

Volunteer spends the day as an assistant 

teacher in one of the pre-K classrooms 

and one of the kindergarten classrooms. 

Additionally, the Volunteer supervises 

various clubs, according to their particular 

interest and ability. 

Merrimack College is an independent 

Catholic College, founded and sponsored 

by the Augustinians. It is located in North 

Andover, Massachusetts, with a student 

population of about 2000. The Campus 

Ministry Office at Merrimack has a staff 

of five full-time employees in addition to 

an Augustinian Volunteer. While there are 

many different programs offered through 

Campus Ministry, including retreat 

experiences, liturgies, and faith formation, 

the Volunteer primarily organizes service 

experiences for students. The Volunteer 

plans weekly service opportunities, assists 

with the planning of break trips, and helps 

to organize various food, gift, and clothing 

drives throughout the year. The Volunteer 

serves alongside students, staff, and faculty 

to create diverse faith experiences for the 

Merrimack community.

Covenant House Pennsylvania is part of 

the national network of Covenant House 

locations across the country. The Covenant 

House Pennsylvania Crisis Center, located 

in the historic Germantown Neighborhood 

of Philadelphia, serves displaced and 

homeless teenagers and young adults 

primarily aged 18-21. While onsite, the 

Volunteer serves as an educational and 

vocational youth assistant, and helps to 

teach a job readiness course, providing 

resumé assistance, running mock interviews, 

and providing application support to the 

youths of Covenant House. Additionally, 

the Volunteer assists the youths in job 

searching, while helping them create and 

achieve feasible educational goals.

Philadelphia VIP is a public interest 

legal services agency and its mission 

promotes equal justice for the poor by 

St. Augustine School is an Augustinian 

grammar school associated with 

St. Augustine Church in Andover, 

Massachusetts. St. Augustine School 

serves about 450 students, pre-K-8. The 

Augustinian Volunteer position entails 

helping students from all grades who 

need extra help in math. In addition, the 

Volunteer is often asked to substitute teach 

for all the grades. The position involves 

coordinating after-school clubs that are 

associated with the Talented and Gifted 

program. 

providing civic legal services not otherwise 

available. VIP reviews thousands of cases 

and connects many needy clients with 

volunteer attorneys to help achieve justice 

in the legal system. The Volunteer serves 

as a pro bono case manager, helping to 

work up cases to prepare them for referral 

to pro bono attorneys. Additionally, the 

Volunteer assists both clients and attorneys 

throughout the legal process and attends 

court on a regular basis. The Volunteer 

also helps to execute a variety of outreach 

projects, such as Pro Bono Opportunities 

Day, VIP’s signature training where 

attorneys learn about the many injustices 

that affect the poor of Philadelphia and 

contribute to their legal troubles.

merrimAck college

st. Augustine school

lAWrence cAtholic AcAdemy

covenAnt house pennsylvAniA

Adrop

philAdelphiA vip

lAWrence
massachusetts

philAdelphiA
pennsylVania
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Santisima Cruz is the parochial school 

of San José Obrero Parish. The school 

includes grades 1-12. There are six 

years of primary school and five years of 

secondary school. The Volunteers serve in 

a variety of capacities including co-teacher, 

teacher’s aide, tutor, and counselor. The 

school has a variety of needs that are filled 

based upon the education and experience 

of the Volunteer. 

CETPRO (CEO) Betania is a 

cooperative and educational community 

center run by the Sisters of Mercy. They 

offer courses in sewing, cooking and 

baking, computers, and English, along 

with a variety of other services. The center 

is working to promote human dignity 

focusing primarily on women, offering 

education and technical training. The 

Volunteers have the opportunity to be 

involved in the different classes, especially 

in teaching basic English classes to both 

children and adults. They may also have 

the opportunity to teach basic computer 

skills to adults based on the background of 

the Volunteer. 

universidAd cAtÓlicA de 
chulucAnAs

The Volunteers teach English classes  

at this diocesan-run university several days 

a week.

the south aFrica Volunteer 

community lives in Botha’s Hill, 

located in the Valley of a Thousand Hills. 

It is an affluent suburb located 30 minutes 

from Durban. 

Due to the nature of the socio-economic 

divide and the legacy of apartheid present 

in the area, many of the homes are 

surrounded by gates and security systems.

The Volunteers live in a modest house 

located on the gated property of the 

Augustinian Friars serving in South Africa. 

The property is at the top of a hill and 

overlooks one of the impoverished Zulu 

regions in the valley below where the 

Volunteers serve. The Volunteers share the 

property with Augustinian Friars, who live 

in a house a few hundred feet away, as well 

as with the Augustinian Sisters, who run 

the retreat center next door.  

The Volunteers in South Africa serve 

in a variety of areas, including teaching 

English at St. Leo’s Primary School, caring 

for patients at an HIV/AIDS Respite Unit, 

tutoring and mentoring children at a local 

boys’ home, and assisting in a community 

center. Kwa-Zulu Natal has one of the 

highest concentrations of people living with 

HIV/AIDS in the world, thus dealing with 

death becomes a constant challenge. 

the peru Volunteer 

community

Chulucanas is a relatively small desert 

town located in the province of Morropon. 

There is a plaza in the center of town, 

which encompasses a Cathedral, the 

municipal offices, banks, restaurants, and 

the post office. Mototaxis and motorcycles 

are prominent modes of transportation, as 

well as bikes, cars, donkeys, horses —and 

lots of walking. Heavy rains at night bring 

mosquitoes and other insects. 

For the first few weeks on site, the 

Volunteers live at the Obispado, the 

bishop’s house, which is similar to a retreat 

center. Following that, each Volunteer 

moves into a family’s house for a month-

long home stay. The Volunteers learn to 

live with limited water and strengthen 

language skills. Then, by the beginning 

of March the Volunteers move into their 

home together. 

The Volunteers in Peru serve in a variety 

of areas within the Diocese of Chulucanas, 

as most social services and education 

are run by the Catholic Church. The 

Volunteers translate for American medical 

teams who visit the area periodically 

throughout the year. Perhaps the greatest 

need that the Volunteers fill in Chulucanas 

is teaching English and providing a 

ministry of presence. 

St. Leo Primary School is a government 

school sponsored by the Augustinians, 

and is attended by the Zulu children of 

Molweni and the surrounding towns. 

Though its administration must answer 

to the Kwa-Zulu Natal Department of 

Education, only some of its funding comes 

from the government. The Volunteers 

placed at St. Leo teach an Oral English 

class to grades 3-7, one grade per day, five 

days a week. Using materials provided in 

the library where the class takes place, the 

Volunteers aim to develop reading, writing, 

and speaking skills of the Zulu learners. 

1000 Hills Community Helpers (Ikhaya 

lo Thando) is a community care center 

comprising a health and wellness clinic, 

children’s infirmary, and education 

and development facility located in the 

Inchanga Township. Volunteers serve 

in the clinic as well as in the education 

center. In the clinic, responsibilities include 

filling prescriptions for patients, decanting 

medicine, and checking vital statistics 

for patients. In the education center, the 

Volunteer assists in structuring the primary 

school curriculum and implementing a 

phonics program. 

Respite Center at the Hillcrest AIDS 

Center serves people affected by AIDS in 

the area outside of Durban. The Volunteers 

are stationed primarily in the Respite 

Center serving in a variety of capacities,  

as needed. The center can accommodate up 

to 25 patients, most of whom are extremely ill 

with fully developed AIDS. The Volunteers 

assist in the treatment of these patients 

in any way they can, including providing 

transportation, acting as an advocate for the 

patients during medical visits, providing basic 

medical care and comfort for the patients, 

and handling administrative tasks.

St. Theresa’s Home for Boys cares for 

boys aged 5 through 18 whose families 

are either unable to care for them or have 

passed away. Many of the children have 

HIV/AIDS. St. Theresa’s is staffed by the 

Augustinian Sisters in South Africa. There is 

a school onsite that the boys attend during 

the day, and in the afternoons they return 

to their cottages, where they are separated 

according to age. The Volunteers assist 

in tutoring and mentoring the boys after 

school, three days a week. Each Volunteer 

is assigned to a particular cottage and works 

with the same boys throughout the year.

Santisima Trinidad is the new seminary 

in the Diocese of Chulucanas. As part of 

their mandatory courses, the seminarians 

need to learn English. The Volunteers 

teach either basic English or intermediate 

English classes depending upon the needs 

of the seminary. There are about 15 

seminarians enrolled. 

the heAlth office for centro 
pAstorAl

The Health Office for Centro Pastoral 

houses a variety of services and offices for 

parishes and parishioners in the Diocese 

of Chulucanas. One of these is the Health 

Office, which coordinates a variety of 

endeavors each year including: educational 

training on health-related issues for 

parishes in the Diocese, medical campaigns 

from abroad, and a weekly radio show. 

heAlth office for sAn jose  
obrero pArish

The Health Office for San José Obrero 

Parish is part of the Augustinian parish 

in Chulucanas. One of the services the 

parish provides is health care assistance. 

The parish has health assessors who travel 

to 71 zones within San José Obrero parish 

to determine the needs of people in each 

zone, as well as to provide educational 

health training. The Volunteer assists the 

assessors on their zone visits. 

cetpro (ceo) betAniA

sAntisimA cruZ

sAntisimA trinidAd

1000 hills community helpers

st. theresA’s home for boys

hillcrest Aids center

st. leo primAry school

chulucAnAs
peru

durbAn
south aFrica
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homework program; an elementary school, 

St. Pat’s, where he taught PE; and Hogar 

Infantil La Gloria.

Jesse and Dan had different reasons for 

joining the Augustinian Volunteers. Jesse 

had planned a year of service before law 

school and Dan wanted to return to the site 

of his Alternative Spring Break experience, 

because he’d felt drawn to it. Jesse and 

Dan had met during the orientation for 

the Augustinian Volunteers and found 

they were assigned to the San Diego site. 

While in San Diego with the Augustinian 

Volunteer community, each carried through 

with plans for post-graduate studies. Jesse 

applied to law schools, and was accepted 

at Villanova’s Law School, as a Public 

Interest Scholar. Public interest law focuses 

on the underserved or the general welfare 

of the community, usually with non-profits. 

Dan applied to medical schools and was 

accepted at the University of Massachusetts. 

Having been assigned to serve at Hogar 

Infantil, they each took on different aspects 

of things that needed to be done. About 

halfway through the Volunteer year, they 

began to wonder, how would a transition 

occur? Who would take over to continue 

the projects they had begun? Both Jesse 

and Dan had plans that would begin with 

the next academic year. As they developed 

as a team, their shared concerns led them 

to make decisions to request deferrals 

from their schools for one year, which 

were granted. However, the Augustinian 

Volunteer program was one year. In order 

to return and continue the projects they had 

begun at Hogar, they enlisted support from 

the Augustinians on the West Coast. 

As the deferral year was approaching 

an end, both Jesse and Dan bumped into 

the same concern they had as their year as 

Augustinian Volunteers was concluding. 

Who would be there for the transition? 

They had taken on many administrative 

tasks and had been operating as on-site 

co-directors. As Dan said, “There was still 

so much to do and so much that could be 

done.” At the end of the second year of 

service at Hogar in 2009, Jesse went east 

to attend Villanova Law School. During 

that time, he remained a director of the 

organization. While on the East Coast, he 

was performing administrative work and he 

was traveling back and forth to San Diego/

Tijuana regularly. Dan stayed at Hogar 

and continued as the on-site director of the 

children’s home.

After completing law school, Jesse 

returned to San Diego. Today, he is a 

member of the California Bar Association 

and works as a lawyer full time. Most 

weekends, he is at Hogar Infantil. He 

continues in his role as director, attending 

to on-site matters for the children’s home, 

as well as administrative and fundraising 

tasks for a U.S. non-profit for Hogar 

Infantil. Dan, as the director of Hogar 

Infantil, lives on-site. He eats breakfast with 

the children, transports them to school and 

other appointments and he is involved with 

the daily operations of the home.

Although Jesse continued with his plans 

to go to law school, he says of his Volunteer 

year:

“Well I need to make clear that it 

certainly did change my life plan. At the 

end of my Volunteer year I didn’t start 

law school, I stayed in San Diego for 

another year to work full-time at Hogar 

Infantil. Throughout my law school 

experience, I was coming back and forth 

between Villanova and here so that I 

could continue my work. Being back in 

San Diego now is certainly because of 

the role I have, so the work I was doing 

in my Volunteer year was certainly 

what started that whole progression and 

the involvement I have now, and that 

continues.” He added, “As time went on 

it became clear to Dan and me, our roles 

would be long term.”

Dan, who planned to attend medical 

school and is now the director of the 

children’s home, sees his future differently. 

When asked whether he still harbors a desire 

to attend medical school, he says:

“I don’t see that on the horizon anymore. 

I know that I still have a lot to do here. 

I mean…I love it…I think I’m good at 

it…I’m in my element.  

san diego  

2007-2008

Jesse imBriano

san diego  

2007-2008

dan roderick  

Service can lead people to places they 

didn’t foresee. Such is the experience 

of Augustinian Volunteer Alumni Jesse 

Imbriano and Dan Roderick. Each was a 

domestic Augustinian Volunteer in 2007-

2008 and their experiences during their year 

of service led them in surprising ways. 

Jesse Imbriano is a graduate of Columbia 

University in New York City, with a degree 

in Political Science and Latin American 

Studies. As an undergraduate, he had spent 

a semester abroad; he spoke some Spanish 

and he wanted to join a volunteer program 

before continuing his education with law 

school. While still an undergrad, he began 

looking into volunteer programs, searching 

through a catalogue from the Catholic 

Network of Volunteer Service, listing 

different volunteer programs. It was here he 

found the Augustinian Volunteer program, 

and as Jesse says, “I couldn’t tell you why, 

but this one stuck out.” He applied and was 

accepted. He was assigned for the year to the 

jesse imbriano seateD with ChilDren eating During his volunteer year

Dan roDeriCK surrounDeD by boys at the home 

During his volunteer year

San Diego site and his service involved sites 

at Catholic Charities Refugee Services; Villa 

Nueva, a low-cost housing project where 

children were helped with homework in an 

after-school program; and Hogar Infantil  

La Gloria, a children’s home located in 

Tijuana, Mexico.

Dan Roderick is a graduate of Merrimack 

College in North Andover, Massachusetts, a 

college founded by the Augustinians. During 

his four years, Dan lived at the Hennigan 

Center, a house that Merrimack maintained 

for students involved in service in the 

community of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

At that time, the Augustinian Volunteers 

assigned to Lawrence were housed on the 

third floor of the Hennigan Center, so Dan 

was familiar with the Augustinian Volunteer 

program and Volunteers who passed 

through during his time at Merrimack 

College. Dan was studying Sports Medicine 

and planning to attend medical school. He 

had lined up a job at a research facility after 

graduation, and planned to apply to medical 

schools. While he was at Merrimack, Dan 

augustinian Volunteers:

alumni stories

by Kitty sheriDan

“ It’s been almost six years exactly 

since I went on my first spring break 

trip. And I do see the children here 

as my family. They’ve really become 

my family – not like my family – 

they are my family.”

  dan roderick

participated in an Alternative Spring 

Break, where his service site was at Hogar 

Infantil La Gloria, a children’s home in 

Tijuana. Dan felt a strong call to return 

to Tijuana and continue service and he 

knew the Augustinian Volunteers had a 

site in San Diego. Although he was late 

for submitting his application, he called 

Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A., who was the 

director at the time. Fr. Mostardi was 

planning to be at Merrimack’s campus 

the following week. Fr. Mostardi issued an 

invitation to Dan, “Come talk to me and 

have an interview.” Dan spoke with Fr. 

Mostardi, told him of his experience on 

spring break, and his desire to return to 

Tijuana. When Fr. Mostardi asked, “Do 

you speak any Spanish?” Dan responded, 

“I don’t speak any Spanish, but I can 

learn it. That won’t be a problem.” Dan 

submitted his application and before he 

knew he was formally accepted, he began 

to study Spanish. Dan was assigned to the 

San Diego site and his service sites included 

Villa Nueva, helping with the after-school 
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Cheryl Mrazik attended the University 

of Scranton and had participated in service 

trips as an undergraduate, including an 

international program that took her to 

Ecuador. It was during the service trip 

to Ecuador that she had the opportunity 

to speak with the group leader, who had 

previously participated in a volunteer 

program. 

It was through these conversations that 

Cheryl initially became drawn to a long-

term volunteer program. Through the 

Campus Ministry Office, she picked up 

a catalogue of service programs by the 

Catholic Network of Volunteer Service. 

She spent the summer after her junior 

year going through the catalogue, visiting 

websites and narrowing down the choices. 

She applied to three programs. All three 

had some emphasis on community. 

Cheryl says, “It was just something 

that generally drew me to a volunteer 

program and then, while I was living in 

community as a Augustinian Volunteer, 

it was really important and served as a 

support system.” For the Augustinians, 

community is a charism that defines the 

Order and community is an aspect of 

the experience that is emphasized by the 

Augustinian Volunteers. Of her experience 

in community, Cheryl says:

“ I was really lucky to be good friends 

with everyone who was in my 

community, and I actually still keep in 

touch with most of them today, over six 

years later. I was just really blessed to 

have it work out that way, and even if 

you don’t end up having that happen, 

it just really is a nice aspect of the 

program to have people who are going 

through a common experience and are 

able to support you, to listen to you and 

be a sounding board for you.” 

Cheryl was assigned to the San Diego 

site and served in Campus Ministry at St. 

Augustine High School, a preparatory 

school for boys, founded by the 

Augustinians. In her role, she planned 

retreats for the students as well as service 

trips. She also tutored children at Villa 

Nueva, in the after-school program. Within 

her community, Volunteers visited each 

other’s service sites as a support and to 

understand what tasks the other members 

of their community had been assigned. 

Cheryl recalls her experience as an 

Augustinian Volunteer with great fondness. 

She admits to being concerned about her 

assignment to an all boys school. However, 

she recalls that the entire experience with 

the students and staff at St. Augustine High 

School was great, and she had a wonderful 

supervisor, with whom she keeps in touch 

even today. Having a close friendship 

develop from that year as a Volunteer 

has really left an impression on her. Her 

experience of the Volunteer community  

left its mark as well. 

As Cheryl says, “  I think it’s always a 

nice surprise when you’re able to have 

that great gift of friendship come from a 

situation where, essentially, six strangers 

were thrown into a house together.”

Today, Cheryl works for Catholic Relief 

Services (CRS) in Radnor, Pa., a suburb  

they shared a meal and met Alba’s family. 

Cheryl recounts, “ I just remember feeling 

this moment of really profound connection 

and solidarity with her, just her gift of 

friendship and hospitality.” Especially with 

her work at CRS, Cheryl looks on that 

experience as demonstrating “the deep 

connections that we have to people all over 

the world and the humanity we share.”

Prior to her service year, Cheryl didn’t 

know of the Augustinians and their charism, 

but during her time as an Augustinian 

Volunteer she was exposed to practices that 

she has embraced and made part of her life 

today. “ Their emphasis on community and

 hospitality, that’s really become part of my 

own faith – that aspect of hospitality and 

really welcoming people.” 

on a visit to western el salvaDor in july, 2012, Cheryl joins farmers planting Coffee seeDlings at las 

Colinas fair traDe Coffee Cooperative.

Cheryl outsiDe the Crs Kenya Country program 

offiCe in nairobi, Kenya in september, 2011.

I feel like I have a lot more that I want to 

get done and I will get done. You know, 

Jesse and I know that it is something that 

we’ll be able to continue and expand.”

Both Jesse and Dan have positive 

memories of the Augustinian Volunteer 

program. Dan says although he came with 

the specific intention of getting back to the 

site in Tijuana, the program “…provided 

me with support and guidance and the 

opportunity to do that self-reflection and 

grow in ways I needed to be able to do 

what I’m doing today. The community 

element was crucial to that development 

over the course of the Volunteer year. 

So I think it was definitely a good fit for 

me.” Jesse noted that with the Augustinian 

Volunteers, “There is much more of a 

support system… I think that helps the 

formative process in the young people who 

are doing these programs.”

Jesse offers this advice to anyone thinking 

of doing a volunteer program, “I think an 

openness is really important. I think you 

have to be prepared for the unexpected 

and to be flexible, both in the volunteer 

year and what comes next. If you do the 

volunteer year right, it will affect the rest 

of your life. I think you have to be open to 

that.” When Dan was asked he responded, 

“What I learned the most was to be open 

and flexible, just really be open to the 

different possibilities.” He added, “I’ve 

always been about having certain goals and 

following through. In a way, you can look 

at my story and see it as a lack of following 

through because I had set some goals, but 

I changed. But I think we need to not be 

afraid to do that.”  

Each of these men is committed to the 

children they serve, but also inspired by 

them. “We certainly work with a very 

vulnerable population, but also a population 

capable of really great love,” says Jesse. 

And Dan notes, “It’s been almost six years 

exactly since I went on my first spring break 

trip. And I do see the children here as my 

family. They’ve really become my family – 

not like my family – they are my family.”

When Jesse and Dan were first at 

Hogar Infantil La Gloria as Augustinian 

Volunteers, the children’s home served 

a population from infant through twelve 

years. Through their efforts, the upper 

age limit has been raised to 14, and they 

continue to work to raise it, so that siblings 

in the home are not separated and so 

that children will have an opportunity 

to continue their education in a safe and 

loving environment.

“ If you do the volunteer year right,  

it will affect the rest of your life.  

I think you have to be open to that.” 

  Jesse imBriano

san diego  

2006-2007

cheryl mrazik 

of Philadelphia, where she is a Relationship 

Manager. Here she works as an advocate 

for legislative issues and also with matters 

related to the economy and fair trade. 

She credits her Volunteer experience with 

exposing her to situations that helped in 

developing skills. 

“ I think the year definitely gave me more 

confidence, in a professional sense. 

I had to take on a leadership role, 

working with parents and other staff, 

speaking in public with the students 

and those groups… which I think has 

helped carry me into today.”

In two roles, Cheryl had opportunities 

to visit Hogar Infantil La Gloria. On one 

hand, she visited in support of a Volunteer 

in her community and on the other hand, 

she had arranged and accompanied 

students on service trips. Cheryl relates the 

story of a woman at the site, Alba, who 

invited the Volunteers to her home, where 
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news anD notes

FROM THE PROVINCE OF SAINT THOMAS  
OF VILLANOVA AND THE AUGUSTINIAN ORDER

news anD notes

St. Augustine. The ordinations took place 

at St. Rita of Cascia Parish in Chicago, 

Illinois.

Ordinations to Diaconate

On Sunday, January 13, 2013, Brother 

Craig M. McMahon, O.S.A., from 

the Eastern Province of St. Thomas of 

Villanova, was ordained to the diaconate 

by the Most Reverend John R. Manz, 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. In addition to Craig, Bishop 

Manz ordained three other Augustinians 

and a Redemptorist. Augustinian Brothers 

included Robert Basler and Homero 

Sánchez, from the Midwestern Province of 

Our Mother of Good Counsel and Mark 

Menegatti, from the Western Province of 

bishop manZ Kneels at the altar as CanDiDates for orDination as DeaCons prostrate themselves.

br. Craig m. mCmahon, o.s.a., Kneels before bishop 

manZ, During the mass orDaining him a DeaCon.

Villanova Church: Top 30 

“Campus Cathedrals” 

St. Thomas of Villanova Church, on 

the campus of Villanova University, has 

been named by Best College Reviews as 

one of the top 30 “campus cathedrals.” 

St. Thomas of Villanova underwent a 

renovation in 1992, while the current 

prior provincial, Fr. Mickey Genovese, 

O.S.A., was pastor. Fr. Mickey served  

as pastor from 1986 through 1994.

Read about the “The 30 Most Beautiful 

College Cathedrals” at the following link:

http://www.bestcollegereviews.org/

features/the- 30-most-beautiful-college-

cathedrals/

Fr. Edson J. Wood, O.S.A., 

Chaplain at West Point 

The U.S. Corps of Cadets Pipes and 

Drums of the United States Military 

Academy is pictured with Fr. Edson J. 

Wood, O.S.A., before the traditional 

meeting of the cadets and midshipmen 

in the Army-Navy football game, held in 

Philadelphia on December 8, 2012. This 

marked the 113th time these teams have 

met. Fr. Wood, who serves at West Point, 

is the first Roman Catholic priest officially 

appointed to be a Chaplain of the USMA. 

For the sixth year, Fr. Wood, delivered 

the invocation for the Army football team.

futoshi reCeiving the rule anD the Constitutions

augustinians serving in japan, anD peter jones from the provinCe of australia. from left to right: 

jesus m. Daño, o.s.a., franCis masaya iDe, o.s.a., joseph masami yamaguChi, o.s.a., peter tetsuya hirano, 

o.s.a., peter jones, o.s.a., john futoshi matsuo, o.s.a., miChael j. hilDen, o.s.a., thomas hiroyuKi shibata, 

o.s.a., Charlie b. pomuCeno, o.s.a., anthony Kiyotsugu yamano, o.s.a., anDrew taKashi aKaKura (oblate), 

mauriCe j. mahoney, o.s.a., peter franCis mitaru toyama, o.s.a., thomas masaKi imaDa, o.s.a.

Augustinian Named a Bishop 

by Pope Benedict XVI

On December 4, 

2012, Pope Benedict 

XVI named Fr. Alberto 

Bochatey Chaneton, 

O.S.A., of the Vicariate 

of Argentina, to be 

Auxiliary Bishop of the 

Archdiocese of La Plata in Argentina. Born 

in 1955, he joined the Order in 1974, after 

studying at the Colegio San Agustín in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina. He studied philosophy in 

Spain and did theological studies in Rome, 

receiving a bachelor’s degree in sacred 

theology from the Augustinianum. He holds 

a licentate in moral theology from the 

Accademia Alfonsiana; an MA in bioethics and 

he is a doctoral candidate at the Alfonsianum 

in Rome. 

He has done advanced studies in 

bioethics at Georgetown University. In 

Argentina, he has served in Buenos Aires, 

Mendoza and Rosario. Since 2010, he 

has been the prior for the Augustinian 

community at the International College  

of St. Monica in Rome. 

First Profession of John 

Futoshi Matsuo, O.S.A., 

– The Vicariate of the 

Augustinian Martyrs  

of Japan

John Futoshi Matsuo, who recently 

completed his novitiate in Sydney, 

Australia, professed his first vows on 

February 11, 2013 in his home parish, 

Saint Augustine Sasaoka Church in 

Fukuoka, in the presence of the Regional 

Vicar, Hiroyuki Shibata, O.S.A. The 

solemn ceremony took place during the 

celebration of the Mass, for which the 

Regional Vicar presided and members 

of the Vicariate and other religious and 

diocesan priests concelebrated. Masaki 

Imada, O.S.A., delivered a homily on 

consecrated life and the vows.

newly vesteD DeaCons

the interior of villanova ChurCh as piCtureD 

on the Cover of the fall-winter 2011-2012 

augustinian magaZine.

fr. eDson j. wooD, o.s.a. (Center), with the u.s. 

Corps of CaDets pipes anD Drums of the uniteD 

states military aCaDemy.

anniversaries 2013

ANNIVERSARY OF  

RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

70 years

Edward V. Griffin, O.S.A.

65 years

Joseph A. Spinelli, O.S.A.  

Donald X. Burt, O.S.A.  

George P. Lawless, O.S.A.  

John J. Sheridan, O.S.A.

60 years

Edward J. Dixey, O.S.A. 

 James P. Conway, O.S.A. 

Richard L. Foley, O.S.A.

55 years

Richard M. Nahman, O.S.A.  

Francis A. Sirolli, O.S.A.  

John F. McAtee, O.S.A.

50 years

William C. Harkin, O.S.A.  

Paul F. Morrissey, O.S.A.  

Kail C. Ellis, O.S.A.  

Francis J. Doyle, O.S.A.  

John R. Flynn, O.S.A.

25 years

Tetsuya P. Hirano, O.S.A.

ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION

60 years

Neil J. McGettigan, O.S.A.  

Joseph X. O’Connor, O.S.A.

55 years

Thomas P. Dwyer, O.S.A.  

Joseph A. Jordan, O.S.A.

50 years

Alfred J. Ellis, O.S.A.  

Gordon E. Marcellus, O.S.A.  

William R. Faix, O.S.A.  

Arthur D. Johnson, O.S.A.
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International Augustinian 

Volunteers for 2013 

The International Augustinian 

Volunteers departed for their Volunteer 

sites in Peru and South Africa on January 

21, 2013; they will return to the United 

States in December. The International 

Volunteers, who attended orientation 

with the domestic volunteers last August, 

had their own orientation retreat before 

departing for their Volunteer service. 

Chantelle Davis, Britt DeLine and Lacie 

Michaelson will be serving in Peru while 

Caitlyn Geraci, Jimmy Kane and Brian 

Manning are bound for South Africa.

top (l-r): brian manning, jimmy Kane, britt 

Deline. bottom (l-to-r): Caitlyn geraCi, 

Chantelle Davis anD laCie miChaelson.

eDitor’s note: at press time, an announCement 

was maDe that the augustinians woulD be 

withDrawing from the parish in south afriCa 

in june 2013. the augustinian friars assigneD 

to the parish will remain in south afriCa until 

DeCember of 2013, when they will return to 

the uniteD states. augustinian volunteers 

Currently in south afriCa will serve their 

normal assignment, anD will return to the 

uniteD states in miD-DeCember, 2013,  

as planneD.

Stay on top of news and events  

from the Augustinian world –  

sign up for Augustinian eNews  

at WWW.AUGUSTINIAN.ORG.

get the augustinian DelivereD  

to your home!

To receive the Augustinian by mail,  

please e-mail your address to us at  

communications@augustinian.org or  

write to:  

The Augustinian  

P.O. Box 340  

Villanova, PA 19085  

There is no charge for subscribing. 

looKing aheaD

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mark your calendars today for  

these upcoming special events.

“‘Ever Ancient - Ever New’ 

– Sacred Treasures” 

U.S. Art Show by  

Fr. Richard G. Cannuli, 

O.S.A.

The Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, in Baltimore, Maryland, 

will host an exhibit of the art of Fr. 

Richard G. Cannuli, O.S.A. The show, 

“‘Ever Ancient, Ever New’ – Sacred 

Treasures,” opened in March, 2012 in 

Rome, Italy. This U.S. exhibition will 

have icons, shrines, vestments and two 

stained-glass pieces. 

exhibit Dates: june 19, 2013 
through july 21, 2013

opening reCeption: weDnesDay,  
june 19, 2013, 5pm-8pm

all are also welCome to join  
fr. riCharD Cannuli, o.s.a., on 
friDay, june 28, 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
as mr. & mrs. guy & meg sheetZ 
anD mr. jonathan poling Co-host 
a gathering of frienDs anD 
benefaCtors of the augustinians. 
please r.s.v.p. to Development@
augustinian.org. 

Fr. Cannuli, Director of  the Villanova 

University Art Gallery and Curator of  

the Villanova University Art Collection, 

is the former chair of  the department 

of  Theatre, Studio Art and Music at 

Villanova University. 

Please visit Fr. Richard’s website for 

updates on other shows scheduled for 

2013: http://www.richardcannuli.org/

shows.htm

Cardinal Prospero Grech, 

O.S.A., to Receive 

Honorary Degree at 

Merrimack College 

Merrimack 

College, in 

North Andover, 

Massachusetts, 

will award the 

honorary degree 

of Doctor of 

Augustinian 

Education to 

Cardinal Prospero Grech, O.S.A., during 

commencement exercises, scheduled 

for May 19, 2013. Cardinal Grech was 

a co-founder of the Institutum Patristicum 

Augustinianum, in Rome, Italy. He was 

named a cardinal by Benedict XVI 

in January, 2012, and elevated in the 

consistory of February, 2012. Merrimack 

College was founded by the Augustinians 

in 1947.

in paraDisum

The following friars were  

called home to God. You can  

read full biographies of these 

Augustinians, and post your own 

reflections or favorite memory,  

online at www.augustinian.org  

John F. Lipp, 

O.S.A.
born: 8/18/1928

first profession: 

9/10/1948

orDaineD: 9/12/1954

DieD: 12/3/2012

Fr. Lipp gave 

his talents to the Church as a teacher at 

Archbishop Carroll (Washington, DC) 

and Austin Prep (Reading, Mass.); as an 

administrator for Villanova University in 

the Admissions Office, and as a preacher 

at Assumption/Saint Paul Parish, 

Mechanicville, N.Y.; Saint Nicholas of 

Tolentine Parish, Atlantic City, N.J.; Saint 

Rita of Cascia Parish, Philadelphia, Pa; 

and as chaplain at Sacred Heart Hospital, 

Norristown, Pa., and Haverford State 

Hospital, Haverford, Pa. 

“Following the example of St. Augustine,  

Fr. Lipp dedicated his life to the Church wherever 

he was sent.”

Daniel J.  

Menihane, 

O.S.A.
born: 4/1/1932

first profession: 

9/10/1951

orDaineD: 12/21/1957

DieD: 1/27/2013

Fr. Menihane was ordained in Rome, 

where he received an STL degree from the 

Gregorian University. He served most of his 

priestly career, 34 years, as a teacher in high 

schools including Augustinian Academy, 

Staten Island, N.Y.; Msgr. Bonner High 

School in Drexel Hill, Pa; Saint Nicholas of 

Tolentine High School, Bronx, N.Y.; and 

Malvern Preparatory School, Malvern, Pa.  

He also served in parishes in New York  

(Our Lady of Good Counsel, Staten Island; 

St. Augustine, Troy; Immaculate Conception 

Parish, Hoosick Falls and Saint Mary Parish, 

Waterford).

“Fr. Dan was known for his great commitment  

to our fraternal way of life. His cheerfulness, 

generosity and affability were manifested in his 

gracious smile and listening skills.”  

Theodore  

E. Tack,  

O.S.A. 
born: 7/15/1927  

first profession: 

10/10/1947  

orDaineD: 9/16/1953  

DieD: 2/10/2013 

Fr. Tack was elected Prior General 

of the Augustinian Order, serving two 

terms (1971-1983). Under the inspiration 

of Vatican II, he led a renewal in the 

Order. During the Intermediate General 

Chapter of 1974, held during his term as 

prior general, the well-known “Dublin 

Document” was developed, which clearly 

articulated the understanding of community 

life, and to which he guided the friars.

A graduate of Cascia Hall, an 

Augustinian Preparatory School in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, he returned there in 1987 as  

a teacher. He served as headmaster  

(1991-1997) and after leaving that post,  

he continued to teach at Cascia Hall  

until 2011.

He was author of numerous articles  

and three books on the spirituality of  

St. Augustine (If Augustine Were Alive (Alba 

House, 1988); A Man for Our Times (AP 

Press, 2000) and As One Struggling Christian 

to Another: Augustine’s Christian Ideal for Today 

(Liturgical Press, 2001)).

“He is remembered as a deeply spiritual man 

who loved St. Augustine as his mentor and guide. 

His study of St. Augustine helped him to be a 

compassionate and understanding spiritual guide 

for many. He was a model Augustinian.”

our laDy of 9/11



the augustinian volunteers

the augustinian funD

aV 

“ When you support the Augustinian Volunteer program you are supporting the 

future of the Church and the Augustinian legacy by helping us offer young adults 

a way to their own spiritual growth. It is a well-placed investment that supports 

the apostolate or service site where Volunteers are assigned, affording teachers, 

mentors and role models in places where the needs are great.” 

 
Fr. Joe mostardi, o.s.a.

The spirit of the Augustinian Volunteers and their ability to make a difference is 

made stronger with your generosity. Your gift to the Augustinian Fund can now be 

given as a Tribute to a Volunteer who is serving or to Volunteer Alumni who have 

served in the past. Any amount is appreciated and will allow you to share in the 

mission as the Volunteers reach to serve the poor and needy of our world.

http://www.osavol.org/support/donate

the augustinian order is proud to support  

the augustinian Volunteer program.
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st. thomas oF VillanoVa
the prayer garden is a gathering space situated beside the 

st. thomas of villanova monastery on the campus of villanova 

university. each day friars, friends and students come to pray 

amid the walkways paved with memorial bricks. 

now you can support the work of the augustinians and share 

this sacred space with a memorial brick dedicated to a friar,  

friend or family member.  

you can now make your donation, reserve and inscribe  

your brick online!

the prayer garden of

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 16
Villanova, PAthe augustinian

P.O. Box 340

Villanova, PA 19085-0340

share this saCreD spaCe with the 
augustinians toDay…and always.

For more inFormation, go to:  

www.augustinian.org/what-we-do/st-thomas-monastery/buy-a-brick
or call the deVelopment oFFice: 

610-527-3330 Ext. 221


