Book 6


Monica arrives in Milan and Augustine describes their differing relationships to Ambrose.  The bishop is admired, but out of reach for Augustine. Beliefs begin to change, but inner turmoil persists. Alypius is introduced and his back story is supplied (only one of two in Confessions).  Monica arranges a respectable Christian marriage for Augustine, while he tries to organize a philosophical community with friends. Meanwhile, the unnamed woman is sent home to Africa. Augustine is shattered, and unbeknownst to himself is on the verge of salvation.


At a glance:

· Monica’s arrival in Milan and her devotion to the martyrs described
· The influence of Ambrose from a distance 
· Augustine encounters a Milanese beggar and reflects on the effortless joy of the drunk compared with the anxiety-ridden existence in service to the Emperor. 
· The extended backstory of Alypius, which is only surpassed by that of Monica in book nine.
· A conversation with Alypius about marriage sets the scene for Monica’s arranging of a suitable partner for Augustine, with the result that the unnamed woman (introduced in book three) is sent home to Africa.







