Book 7

Abstract

In an extended digression from the main narrative Augustine describes his general state of mind in the period leading up to the crisis of conversion in Book 8. The final break with the Manichees, the problem of evil, and the influence of the Neoplatonist books are traced out in detail.


Outline

1. (1) – 1. (2)		Imagining God as corporeal	
2. (3) –	3. (5)		Manichean contradictions and the cause of evil			
4. (6)			The first recorded confession
5. (7)			Imagining God as corporeal and the cause of evil, part 2
6. (8) – 6. (10)		Astrology debunked
7. (11)			One step forward, two steps back

8. (12)			Interlude: Doxology

9. (13) – 9. (15)	Books of the Neoplatonists		 
10.(16)			Neoplatonic ascent -success
11. (17) – 12. (18)	Evil has no real existence	
13. (19)		Essential goodness of creation
14. (20) – 16. (22)	Old errors and new insights		
17. (23)		Neoplatonic ascent - fail
18. (24)		Christ the Way
19. (25)		but… Christological confusion
20. (26)		Books of the Neoplatonists as protoevangelium
21. (27)		Reading St. Paul

		





