Book 8

Abstract

The most famous conversion scene in world literature (12, 29) is prepared by the embedded narratives of two other conversion stories: Victorinus and Antony. Augustine’s conversion is finally brought about through conversations with venerable Christians within his own circle, the example of other famous conversions in the wider world, and a personal encounter with Paul’s epistle to the Romans.


Outline

1. (1) – 1. (2)		Prelude
2. (3) – 4. (9) 		Simplicianus relates the conversion of Victorinus			
5. (10) – 5. (12) 		Augustine longs to imitate Victorinus, but is hindered by the flesh
6. (13) – 7. (18) 	Ponticianus relates the conversion of Antony
8. (19) – 12. (28)	Garden: The final conflict
12. (29)			Tolle, lege
12. (30)			Final conversion of Augustine and Alypius

		





