Book 12

Understanding Gen 1:1-2


After an introduction renewing confidence in God’s direction (12.1.1), Book 12 divides into two parts that examine and review alternative interpretations while a resumé urges pursuit of truth in love.

1) Heaven signifies the heaven of heaven (12.2.2), and earth means formless matter (12.3.3 – 6.6), both created from nothing (12.2.7).  Since neither is measurable by time (12.9.9; 12.12.15), no days are mentioned in Gen 1:1-2.

2) While in agreement about certitudes, believers may reach different interpretations (12.14.17, 12.15.18-22; 12.17.24-26).  Loving tolerance should govern divergences of opinion (12.18.27; 12.23.32; 12.17.34) since Moses would have countenanced all true views (12.36.26).  Various interpretations (12.28.38) bearing on “At first” in Gen. 1 prompt distinctions of four kinds of priority (12.29.40).  A conclusion (12.32.43) once more sounds the need for joint inquiry rooted in charity (12.30.41) in line with the insight that Moses intended a diversity of meanings (12.31.42). [footnoteRef:1] [1:  John M. Quinn, OSA, A Companion to the Confessions of St. Augustine (New York: Peter Lang, 2007)] 


