Book 13

An allegorical reading of the Church in Genesis 1


For Augustine creation has value as a spiritual sign. This leads to four levels of scriptural reading: literal, moral, allegorical, anagogical. In book 13 Augustine likewise teases a few themes from another major work: On the Trinity. But the focus is squarely on an allegorical reading of Genesis 1 in which the Church is revealed under various signs and symbols. The basic outline of book 13 follows:

13.1.1			Invocation
13.2.2 			Why did God create?
13.5.6  			The third person of the trinity: the Spirit of God
13.12.13–13.30.45	Allegorical exposition of Genesis 1
13.12.13 			The First Day
13.15.16 			The Second Day
13.17.20 			The Third Day
13.18.22 			The Fourth Day
13.20.26 			The Fifth Day
13.21.29 			The Sixth Day
13.22.32 			    Creation of Humanity in God's Image and Likeness
13.28.43 			    It was very good (against the Manichees)
13.35.50 			Conclusion: The Seventh Day

